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Opinions expressed by 
authors, and services 

offered by adverƟsers,  
are not specifically en-

dorsed by the Editor  
or by Haversham and 
LiƩle Linford Parish 

Council. 

Editorial  Parish Council has been 
doing in the last year and 
have their say on things 
afoot. It is a legal require-
ment that this meeƟng is 
held each year and it is 
democracy at work. If 
you want to see things 
change, or just say thank 
you for the good things 
being done, do come 
along and have your say 
about the very important 
local maƩers that affect 
us all. 

The numbers who 
aƩended the Social Cen-
tre’s AGM in March were 
disappoinƟng. But this 
very important facility in 
our parish needs your 

With Easter falling parƟc-
ularly early this year, and 
the clocks going forward 
to give us longer evenings, 
many will be hoping that 
Spring will arrive – and 
very soon! Having a mild 
February and March has 
not made up for days of 
rain and grey, with the 
odd fleeƟng glance of the 
sun. As the school holi-
days loom, I hope the 
weatherman is going to 
forecast some long sunny 
spells! The grass cuƫng 
has started in earnest and 
the birds are flashing 
about courƟng, so surely 
that’s a sign of good days 
to come. 

There are other things on 
the horizon too. In April 
there is the Annual Parish 
MeeƟng when all resi-
dents are invited to come 
and hear about what the 

help. You don’t have to be 
a trustee or aƩend boring 
meeƟngs so why not vol-
unteer to help out. You 
may even have a great 
idea for an event to help 
raise funds for the Social 
Centre. Let’s hear about 
it! 

You will have seen on the 
front cover that our beau-
Ɵful  area is under threat 
of development yet again. 
If we value the rural coun-
tryside where we live, we 
need to be an acƟve part 
of the community that 
sustains and fights for it. 

Happy Easter!  

Lesley Gilbert 
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The Jubilee Club provides 
an aŌernoon meeƟng 
place for older residents 
where they can enjoy one 
another’s company over a 
cup of tea and homemade 
cakes, but where we also 
have presentaƟons from a 
wide range of speakers, 
the occasional ouƟng or 
lunch out and someƟmes 
a bit of entertainment. 
We always welcome new 
members, so if you fancy 
coming along and giving 
us a go, you will be made 
to feel very welcome.  

We usually meet at 
2:30pm on the second 
Wednesday of the month 
in the Social Centre. Subs 
are £2 per person, and we 
also have a raffle to which 
members contribute the 
prizes.  

Lesley Gilbert 
 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
WATCH 

The next Police and Crime 
Local Area Forum cover-
ing the north west rural 
area, is being held on 
Wednesday 27th March, 
7pm at the Community 
Hall on Hanslope Recrea-
Ɵon Ground.  

Local News 
OPEN HOUSE LUNCH 
Julia and Ian Cheetham, 
on behalf of St Mary’s 
Church, are providing an 
Open House Lunch at the 
Old Forge, on the third 
Monday of each month. 
The lunches are for any 
member of St. Mary’s and 
LiƩle Linford Churches 
and residents of Haver-
sham and LiƩle Linford. 
The Old Forge is located 
on the High Street next to 
the Greyhound Pub. 

Coffee will be available 
from 10.30am, lunch will 
be available at approxi-
mately 12.30pm and tea 
and cake on offer in the 
aŌernoon unƟl 3.30pm. 
Maureen White on 07889 
654906 has kindly agreed 
to provide transport for 
those who need help 
geƫng to The Old Forge. 

The Open House Lunch in 
April will be on Monday 
15th April from 10.30am. 
The date for May is Mon-
day 20th May. There is no 
charge for lunch and you 
will be warmly welcomed. 
For further informaƟon 
please call 01908 914318. 
 

JUBILEE CLUB 

We were delighted to 
welcome back Dr John 
Sorrell to our February 
meeƟng. On this occasion 
he told the amazing story 
of the  Edinburgh Wom-
en’s Hospitals in Serbia 
during WWI, including 
the great retreat across 
the mountains. Quite 
astonishing! 

In March, Jan Bance came 
and entertained us with 
tales of her life living on a 
canal barge for the last 15 
years.  Few people could 
get used to such a small 
space but she and her 
husband have loved their 
journeys, both through 
the rural countryside and 
into the slightly dodgier 
waters of the river 
Thames in London. Our 
next meeƟngs: 

Wednesday, 10th April—
To celebrate our anniver-
sary, we are having a re-
laxing AŌernoon Tea at 
lunchƟme. 

Wednesday, 8th May—
Co-op Estate Planning will 
be giving a light-hearted 
presentaƟon on Estate 
Planning, enƟtled ‘Tax, 
Care and Toy Boys’! 
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As well as geƫng an up-
date on crime stats, it is 
an opportunity to raise 
policing concerns with the 
local Thames Valley Police 
team. Everybody is wel-
come.  

Remember to call 101  
· If you want to give po-

lice informaƟon about a 
crime that is not cur-
rently in progress. 

· To contact a local police 
officer, such as some-
one from your Safer 
Neighbourhood team. 

· If your property has 
been stolen or damaged 

· There is a risk of injury 
to someone or a risk of 
serious damage to prop-
erty. 

-informaƟon about 
your locaƟon. 

If you have been a vicƟm 
of fraud or cybercrime, 
report it at 
www.acƟonfraud.police.uk 
or by calling 0300 123 
2040. 

 
 
 

but it is not a crime in 
progress.  

· If you suspect drug 
dealing or use in your 
area. 

Only call 999 if: 
· A crime is in progress or 

you suspect a crime is 
in progress. 

· There is a serious inci-
dent, which needs im-
mediate police aƩend-
ance. 

· Someone suspected of 
a crime is nearby. 

· Someone is injured, 
being threatened or is 
in danger. 

Haversham-cum-LiƩle Linford  
Annual Parish Public MeeƟng 

 to be held on 

 Thursday 18 April at 7.00pm 

at the Social Centre 

 Agenda to be published in advance 
  
We warmly welcome you to come along and hear updates on 
acƟviƟes across the Parish in the last year and take the oppor-
tunity to raise quesƟons and parƟcipate in discussions with the 
Parish Council and fellow residents. 
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Hi there. I was keen to 
introduce myself to those 
who don’t know me as I 
have recently taken on 
the administraƟon role 
for the village liƩer pick-
ing group from Philip 
Turnbull who set the 
group up and has been 
running it for the last 
four years. 

The liƩer picking group 
runs every other month 
on a Saturday morning at 
10am. Our last session 
was on Saturday 16th 
March where eight vol-
unteers managed to pick 
up 23 sacks of rubbish 
between them (along 
with an interesƟng selec-
Ɵon of old car parts, pip-
ing and scrap metal – see 
the photo below). 

The acƟvity itself takes 
less than an hour and all 
equipment is provided. 
We could really do with a 
good few more volun-
teers to add to the group 
so if you have any Ɵme 
you could spare on a Sat-
urday morning (even if 
only a couple of Ɵmes a 
year) then we would be 
really grateful.  

It is amazing how saƟsfy-
ing it is to make such a 
visible difference to our 
lovely village, so please, 
please do volunteer. 

John Clifford 

We appreciate there are 
a few busy roads in the 
village so pickers are free 
to choose which part of 
the village they would 
like to pick and whether 
on open spaces and pub-
lic footpaths, pavements 
at the side of the road or 
grass verges. 

The next session is taking 
place at 10am on Satur-
day 18th May, so if you 
are interested in volun-
teering or have any ques-
Ɵons or suggesƟons then 
please don’t hesitate to 
get in touch with me at 
johnanthonyclifford@ 
gmail.com or 07970 
482601. 

Community Litter Pick 
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St Mary’s Church Youth Group 
Every other Thursday Night at  

Haversham Social Centre 
 

6:30-8:30pm 
 

All welcome Year 5—Year 10! 
 

Lots of fun, games, bible study and so much 
more! 

 
For more information, call or text Amy on 

07415 982901 
 

April 25th—Wide Game at Tree Cathedral 
May 9th—Game Night 

May 23rd—Trinity Competition 
June 6th—Quiz Night 

June 26th—BBQ 
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Ɵon for the Wolverton 
Road scheme would have 
happened in late Febru-
ary but, to allow for the 
best possible design, 
MKCC have undertaken 
addiƟonal surveys related 
to the exisƟng 60mph 
zone – and due to re-
stricƟons on acƟvity prior 
to the elecƟons in May 
(known as the ‘elecƟon 
purdah’), the consultaƟon 
has been delayed. We 
remain in contact with 
MKCC as both schemes 
move forward.   

We also expect the con-
sultaƟon regarding the 
restricƟon of vehicular 
access to the gated road 
at Stanton Low to happen 
post-elecƟon. The 
scheme aims to miƟgate 
the anƟ-social behaviour 
that regularly impacts 
many residents in the old 
village. We will aim to let 
you know when these 
consultaƟons start via our 
Facebook page, but de-
tails of all MKCC consulta-
Ɵons are at www.milton-
keynes.gov.uk/
consultaƟons. 

Sadly, Haversham School 
was unsuccessful in its 
applicaƟon for the School 
Crossing Patroller grant 

At last, some sunshine as I 
write this. AŌer the wet 
and blustery early spring, 
it is great to see the daffo-
dils out, the blossom on 
the trees and a bit of sun! 
As usual, I have a fair 
number of things to up-
date you all on, but I also 
remind you that you can 
keep fully up to date on 
Parish news via Facebook, 
where we share regular 
updates - details are at 
the end. 

I wanted to start by ex-
pressing the Parish Coun-
cil’s thanks to Jemma Eng-
lish who, for personal rea-
sons, has recently stood 
down as a Parish Council-
lor aŌer four years. In that 
Ɵme, she has been the 
Councillor responsible for 
the allotments, estab-
lished the much-loved 
Community Book Ex-
change, as well as sup-
ported many other areas 
and projects – too many 
to list. Her hours of work 
have been much appreci-
ated by all and she will be 

missed. We will be seek-
ing to co-opt another 
councillor and if you are 
interested, please contact 
the Clerk. 

HIGHWAYS AND ROAD 
SAFETY 

MKCC has recently imple-
mented parking and stop-
ping restricƟons outside 
the school entrance in 
response to road safety 
concerns during school 
pick up/drop off Ɵmes. 
We are aware that some 
of you feel the scheme 
design by MKCC is not 
totally suitable and have 
contacted us or the 
school. We have passed 
the comments onto the 
MKCC Road Safety team 
and, aŌer a seƩling-in 
period, they have com-
miƩed to visit the site, at 
the appropriate Ɵme of 
day, to assess the situa-
Ɵon. 

Work is sƟll progressing 
on the 20mph schemes in 
both villages. It was 
hoped that the consulta-

Parish Council 
News—The View 
from the Chair 
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email and website ad-
dresses are now changing. 
We have also purchased a 
specialist Parish Council 
accounƟng system to im-
prove our financial man-
agement as well as reduce 
the amount of Ɵme our 
Clerk has to spend on fi-
nancial maƩers, to allow 
her more Ɵme to work on 
other acƟviƟes. This mod-
ernisaƟon brings us in line 
with many other parishes 
in MK. 

PARISH MAGAZINE – AT 
RISK! 

Sadly, we sƟll need some-
one to take on the editor 
and adverƟsing manager 
roles from Lesley and Har-
vey Gilbert when they 
step down in October.  
Please do reach out if you 
would consider taking on 
one of the posiƟons as 
without them, this maga-
zine will have to stop pub-
licaƟon. 

PLAYGROUND RENOVA-
TION UPDATE 

We have not been suc-
cessful in two of our grant 
applicaƟons – with the 
MK Community Founda-
Ɵon (MKCF) and the FCC 
CommuniƟes FoundaƟon.  
However, both have pro-

more about the out-
comes from our monthly 
CSW update on Facebook 
and of course, more 
‘speedwatchers’ always 
welcome! 

MKCC – NEW CITY PLAN 

As menƟoned previously, 
MKCC is updaƟng its local 
development plan – the 
New City Plan (NCP). Fur-
ther consultaƟons have 
been completed in the 
last couple of months 
and the draŌ plan is now 
being prepared. This 
could have a very signifi-
cant impact on the Parish 
so please read the sepa-
rate arƟcle that can be 
found on page 18.  More 
details can be found at 
hƩps://
www.havershamltlinford.
org/mknewcityplan 
where there are also links 
to the MKCC website.  

UPDATING PARISH 
COUNCIL TECHNOLOGY 

Driven by a requirement 
from the Government’s 
Cabinet Office, we are 
updaƟng our technology 
so we have a “.GOV.UK” 
domain.  Based on exter-
nal advice, we chose 
havershamliƩlelin-
fordpc.gov.uk and our 

scheme. At Ɵme of 
wriƟng, we have not yet 
had any detailed feed-
back, but it is disap-
poinƟng. 

On the posiƟve side we 
have been successful in 
our Community Infra-
structure Funding (CIF) 
request for 50% funding 
of two Speed Indicator 
Devices (SIDS) for Wolver-
ton Road. We will now 
work with MKCC to final-
ise the scheme and hope 
to be able to install these 
later in the year. 

We believe that the com-
binaƟon of the 20mph 
schemes and the new 
SIDS will improve road 
safety in the Parish, but 
will conƟnue to work with 
MKCC to explore new 
ways to further improve 
this, in parƟcular for the 
children and parents on 
their way to and from the 
school. 

We recently published the 
latest traffic analysis from 
the Speed Indicator Devic-
es (SIDS) in the old village 
on our website and Cllr 
Langham conƟnues to run 
to run regular Community 
Speedwatch (CSW) ses-
sions – you can learn 
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ordpc.gov.uk) to share 
news and useful infor-
maƟon - so please follow 
us on Facebook and visit 
the website regularly.   

If you have any issues, 
suggesƟons or quesƟons 
for us, or are interested 
in helping out in our 
community, then please 
either message us via 
Facebook or email the 
Parish Clerk at 
clerk@havershamliƩlelin
fordpc.gov.uk. We do our 
best to respond prompt-
ly. 

And please do consider 
helping your community 
by volunteering your sup-
port to the Magazine, 
LiƩer Picking, Community 
Speedwatch or the Social 
Centre. Without more 
acƟve support these im-
portant Parish acƟviƟes 
are at risk. 

I want to end by wishing 
you all a happy Easter 
and enjoy the spring now 
it has finally arrived! 

 Richard Pryor 
Chair 

 

vided Cllr Parkes-Brincat 
with helpful feedback 
and suggested we reap-
ply.  A revised MKCF ap-
plicaƟon is already sub-
miƩed and we are work-
ing on a revised FCC one. 
We conƟnue to work 
hard towards our overall 
target of around 
£100,000 and, to help 
our fundraising, we 
would welcome any 
leƩers of support that 
you would be happy to 
for us to include with an 
applicaƟon – please send 
to the Clerk. 

OTHER LOCAL NEWS 

Have you thought about 
geƫng an allotment?  
We have a few plots 
available. Our current 
plot holders report how 
much they enjoy the fruit 
and veg they grow, so if 
you would like to join 
them, please get in touch 
– there is an advert in 
the magazine with the 
details. 

AŌer the tender process, 
we appointed Tove Land-
scapes to mow the Rec, 
Crescent Green and Al-
lotments – they should 
by now have completed 
the first cut, although the 

weather has made that a 
liƩle challenging. 

Our latest Parish liƩer 
pick, was on 16th March.  
One of the regular volun-
teers, John Clifford, has 
taken over the admin to 
support Cllr Turnbull and 
he has provided an up-
date on p.6 of the maga-
zine. 

As a part of my role as PC 
Chair I conƟnue to sup-
port the Haversham So-
cial and Community Cen-
tre charity as a Trustee. 
The charity adopted its 
refreshed consƟtuƟon at 
the recent AGM and are 
acƟvely looking for ways 
to beƩer serve the resi-
dents of the Parish. I 
know Jackie and the rest 
of the Trustees will value 
any ideas plus any help 
you can offer with their 
events. 

FUTURE UPDATES & 
CONTACTING US 

Alongside this regular 
arƟcle, we conƟnue to 
use our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/
HcLLParishCouncil and 
our website 
www.havershamltlinford.
org (soon to become 
www.havershamliƩlelinf
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 YOUR PARISH 
COUNCILLORS 
Chair—Richard Pryor 
3 Mill Road 
Tel. 07824 483337  
Barry Clift 
21 Wolverton Rd  
Tel. 01908 312365 
Carol Langham 
108 Wolverton Rd  
Tel. 01908 316450  
Ceri Parkes-Brincat 
Tel. 07834 489258 
Philip Turnbull 
3 Granary Close  
Tel. 07710 423032  

PARISH CLERK 
Maria Manthorpe 
Email: 
clerk@havershamliƩleli
nfordpc.gov.uk 
 

NEXT PARISH  
COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Parish Council meeƟngs 
usually take place at 
7.30pm on the third 
Monday of each month 
at the Social Centre. The 
meeƟngs are open to 
the public.  
The next meeƟngs are: 
Monday, 22nd April (a 

week later than usual) 
Monday, 20th May 
Parish Council meeƟng 
agendas are published 
online and on the parish 
noƟce boards the week 
before each meeƟng. 
AddiƟonal news & infor-
maƟon can also be found 
on the Parish website at 
havershamltlinford.org/  

NOTE: ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING takes place at 
7:00pm on Thursday 
18th April at Haversham 
Social & Community 
Centre. ALL RESIDENTS 

 

OPEN TUESDAY to SUNDAY 11AM to 4PM  

ROSE COURT, OLNEY. Tel 01234 240003 

Do come along for a look at our 
cosy new shop, still on first 
floor I’m afraid, but well worth 
the 10 step stairs.  

Rose Court is well known for 
its great Brasserie Restaurant, 
Valeria C Ladies Boutique and 
also the delightful flower shop. 
Now with Antiques it’s the per-
fect location for a spot of cof-
fee/lunch and a bit of shop-
ping. 

We look forward to seeing 
you. 

After 20 years on the Market Place in Olney,  
Leo Antiques has now moved into premises just inside Rose 

Court, literally next door to where we were! 
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A very warm welcome awaits you at Antep 
Kitchen. Our customers are our guests: just 
as they would be in our home. Nothing is too 
much trouble and everything we do is done 

with warmth and generosity. 

Call 01908 315555  

to book a table or to order your take-way 
meal. See our full menu at 
www.antepkitchen.co.uk 

OPEN Mon-Sat 12:00—11:00pm 
Sunday 12:00—10:00pm 

Our team and family look forwards to  
welcoming you to Antep Kitchen. 

1 Stratford Road, Wolverton MK12 5LJ 

Discover the exciting taste of Antep Kitchen, offering the aromatic 
& traditional flavours of Turkey in our intimate & relaxing restau-

rant. With an open kitchen & over 75 years of experience between 
them, our top class Chefs will transport your taste buds to the heart 

of Turkey. All our dishes and authentic breads and desserts are  
expertly hand crafted for you.  
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who helped at the door, 
also Louise Reid and Kim 
Irving who helped in the 
kitchen and general or-
ganisaƟon. We had a rea-
sonably good turnout and 
thank you to all who 
came, it was lovely to see 
old friends from the vil-
lage who had come to 
support us. I think they 
may have outnumbered 
the villagers of today.  

The Annual General 
MeeƟng was held on the 
second Monday in March 
and was important be-
cause we needed to re-
vise our ConsƟtuƟon so 
that it conformed to the 
latest guidelines from the 
Charity Commission. The 
original consƟtuƟon dates 
from 1965 when the old 
meeƟng place was re-
placed by new premises. 
The new consƟtuƟon is 
published in full on our 
page of the havershamlt-
linford.org website. 

It was a small meeƟng, 
but we did have 6 mem-
bers of the public aƩend, 
and it was good to have 
input from them about 

The Winter months are 
usually very quiet at the 
Social Centre and this 
year was no excepƟon. 

We commenced our 
events in early March 
with a Curry and Quiz 
evening, which was well 
supported and ably run by 
Shula Holt and Lesley Gil-
bert, and Louise Reid who 
organised the Curry sec-
Ɵon, courtesy of Safina’s 
kitchen. I was sorry that 
my husband and I had to 
miss the evening and my 
team assured me that we 
were sadly missed (they 
came third!). The worthy 
winners were team CliŌ, 
Agatha Quizley!; well 
done. We will have our 
revenge next Ɵme! 

Our most recent event 
was the annual Easter 
Family Bingo. As always it 
was a fun evening and 
there were cries of joy 
and sighs when the num-
bers just didn’t add up. 
The reacƟons of the chil-
dren are always entertain-
ing. Thank you to our call-
er, Shula Holt, and to Trin-
ity Irving & Chris Marsh 

the way forward, for the 
Social Centre, in the year 
ahead. It is difficult to 
know what will appeal to 
people. We tried to vary 
our offerings this year but 
had to cancel three events 
due to lack of numbers. 
Our major events, e.g. 
Village Show, Firework 
Display, Bingo and Curry & 
Quiz Night were well sup-
ported. We had some very 
good suggesƟons for pro-
gression, and we will work 
on them. Another prob-
lem is not having enough 
people to run events. One 
suggesƟon was to have 
sub-commiƩees consisƟng 
of members of the village 
who were keen to run a 
parƟcular event which is 
another possibility that 
we will invesƟgate. 

The updated ConsƟtuƟon 
was explained to the 
MeeƟng by Richard Pryor, 
Chair of the Parish Coun-
cil, whom we have also 
asked to be a trustee. He 
has very kindly helped us 
through this complicated 
process. The ConsƟtuƟon 
was formally adopted by 
the meeƟng.   

The meeƟng appointed 
the following trustees of 

(Continued on page  15) 

Social & Community 
Centre News 



Page 15  

 

the Social Centre Charity; 
Jackie Brown, Holly Sains, 
Natalie Irving, Fiona 
Viney, Louise Reid, Lesley 
Gilbert, Barry CliŌ. Shula 
Holt was co-opted as a 
trustee and as menƟoned 
previously Richard Pryor, 
as Chair of the Parish 
Council, is also a Trustee.   

The working commiƩee 
will be Jackie Brown – 
Chair, Holly Sains - Deputy 
Chair, Natalie Jarman – 
Treasurer; Fiona Viney – 
Secretary, Kim Irving – 

Bookings Secretary, and 
Louise Reid, as well as 
Lesley Gilbert – repre-
senƟng Jubilee Club, Bar-
ry CliŌ, represenƟng the 
Parish Council, and Shula 
Holt -  represenƟng St 
Mary’s Church. 

The next event planned 
will be the Village Show. 
We are cancelling the 
planned June Fun Day 
due to prior commit-
ments of commiƩee 
members and lack of 
people to organise and 

run this. It is possibly 
where interested mem-
bers of the public might 
like to step in and help 
organise a village event.  
We would be happy to 
help and support any 
group who felt that they 
could do this. 

Jackie Brown 
Chair 
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C. P. Locks 
54 Church Street , Wolverton, MK12 5JW 

Tel: 01908 225954 

Your local key cutting and DIY store stocks a wide range of home 
decorating materials as well as a good range of gardening prod-

ucts, including potting compost and garden pots. 
Our opening hours as follows: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am-4:00pm;   
Saturday 10.00am to 4.00 pm. Closed Wednesday & Sunday 

 

Swansway Self Storage Containers 

For information, contact Rachel 07710 603417 

¨ 20ft containers available to hire in Haversham 

¨  High security locks, well-lit area with CCTV 
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Milton Keynes City Coun-
cil (MKCC) are currently 
draŌing an updated stra-
tegic local development 
plan – the New City Plan 
(NCP) - that will replace 
the current Plan:MK. The 
NCP has an overall objec-
Ɵve of delivering an addi-
Ɵonal 63,000 homes 
across the city by 2050 to 
support the vision of “MK 
Strategy 2050”, for a city 
of half-a-million people. 

30,000 of these dwellings 
are already planned for - 
including the develop-
ment at MK East and oth-
er areas across the city – 
but space for an addiƟon-
al 33,000 homes needs to 
be found within the NCP. 

A number of opƟons and 
areas are under consider-
aƟon and the details are 
not being shared by MKCC 
despite the request of 
several Parish Councils 
and our Ward Councillors. 
One of these is for a sub-
stanƟal development, 
called MK North, of up to 
16,000 homes with both 
old and new Haversham, 
plus LiƩle Linford, being 
absorbed into an urban 

development stretching 
as far as Tathall End and 
over the motorway to-
wards Gayhurst (see 
map). In addiƟon, up to 
2,700 houses could be 
added into Hanslope and 
around a further 200 in 
Castlethorpe. Further 
afield there are other 
proposals for significant 
housing around Olney, 
Chicheley and Moulsoe. 

Whilst we are currently 
being told that the MK 
North expansion is not 
the MKCC preferred op-
Ɵon and more sites have 
been put forward than 
are needed, we cannot 
afford to be complacent. 
In the upcoming public 
consultaƟons (the first 
expected in July 2024 and 
the second in early 2025) 
or during the examina-
Ɵon by a Planning Inspec-
tor (expected to start in 
May 2025), things can 
change and proposals 
previously “rejected” can 
be added back in. As 
many of you know, most 
of the rural land in and 
around the Parish is 
owned by, or opƟoned 

to, a variety of develop-
ers, who will of course be 
promoƟng their land for 
housing development. 

The Parish Council conƟn-
ue to keep a close eye on 
the process, and to press 
for much beƩer infor-
maƟon from MKCC. We 
resolved at our February 
PC meeƟng that we will 
make strong representa-
Ɵons to MKCC regarding 
the potenƟal develop-
ment of MK North, as part 
of the NCP, to ensure that 
any site allocaƟon was 
appropriate in terms of 
scale and locaƟon and 
aligns with the ambiƟon 
of our Neighbourhood 
Plan to maintain HcLL as 
a predominately rural 
Parish. Furthermore, we 
resolved to work collabo-
raƟvely with neighbouring 
Parish Councils, Ward 
Councillors and elected 
MPs to help achieve this 
outcome. 

We will be keeping resi-
dents informed as we 
hear more, via both this 
magazine and Facebook, 
but if you want to find out 
more or just to have a 

Up to 16,000 homes being considered in our area
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more detailed conversa-
Ɵon, then please reach 
out by the usual routes. 

Everyone can respond to 
the upcoming public con-
sultaƟons, not just the 
Parish Council. We will all 
need to make our voices 
heard if we want to pro-

Up to 16,000 homes being considered in our area 
tect our rural landscape 
for future generaƟons. 

Richard Pryor 
Chair HcLL Parish Council 
and Planning Lead 
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just went on and on… it 
was horrendous. There 
was so much flooding 
across the country and 
here at home the river 
rose and rose flooding 
the land to astonishing 
levels. The land ran with 
water, everywhere was 
sodden. Farmers were in 
despair as crops began to 
rot in the ground. Lamb-
ing Ɵme, vital and so 
busy, is disastrous when 
the weather is so cold 
and wet with new lambs 
being especially vulnera-
ble. The arrival of March 
saw a bit of improvement 
in the weather especially 
as the rain eased. The 
wind helped to dry the 
ground a bit and a few 
days of sunshine was a 
blessing too. There 
comes a day in March 
when the pull of winter is 
gone and spring wins the 
day! The vernal equinox 
may be a formal remind-
er that spring has sprung 
but the real evidence of 
spring just can’t be ig-
nored; the sights and 
sounds and smells of the 
loveliest of seasons are a 
joy.  

For me, the best part of 
early spring are the Prim-

Nature Notes 
‘March brings breezes 
loud and shrill, to sƟr the 
dancing daffodil.’ So the 
rhyme goes. The daffs 
have certainly been danc-
ing but they, and many 
other things, have been 
flaƩened by frost, all but 
drowned in the deluges of 
rain, baƩered by the wind 
and conversely stood like 
shining trumpets in glori-
ous warm sunshine! 
March: a month of a puz-
zling variety of weather. 
The pull of winter is sƟll 
strong but spring is the 
stronger and the wintry 
grip is lessened with each 
passing day. February was 
reported to have been the 
warmest on record and 
many things were lulled 
into thinking that spring 
had come early. We saw 
newts in our pond swim-
ming about and watched 
the flash of orange bellies 
of the breeding males. 
Garden birds bustled 
about checking for nest 
sites and being very in-
dustrious! All that 
stopped when the cold 
weather returned. Febru-
ary was horribly wet with 
day aŌer day of rain. It 

roses. Pale petals of the 
soŌest yellow with a cen-
tre the colour of egg yolk. 
Seemingly frail stems, al-
most pink, support the 
many flowers with a ro-
seƩe of fresh green leaves 
at the base. Primroses are 
sociable liƩle plants and 
are always at their best in 
groups. They spread easily 
and form driŌs of pale 
colour where the condi-
Ɵons are right for them. In 
LiƩle Linford wood, which 
sadly is not the place it 
used to be due to the 
building site fencing 
which has proliferated 
and closed off many areas 
(I’ll say no more…), there 
are many Primroses which 
shine out, the damp shel-
tered woodland floor 
suiƟng them well. As they 
fade the ground will be 
covered in a great carpet 
of Dog’s Mercury. This 
perennial plant is found in 
many locaƟons and is an 
indicator of ancient wood-
land where it can, and 
does, take over. It will 
spread and out-compete 
many other less robust 
plants such as the Early 
Purple Orchid and the 
Wood Anemone. Dog’s 
Mercury has a strange 
smell rather like some-
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thing roƫng, and all parts 
of the plant are poison-
ous. The woodland floor 
also has a good covering 
of Bluebell leaves these 
being quite sturdy and 
upright. In a few weeks 
the flowers will appear in 
carpets of a colour which 
is not quite blue and not 
quite purple. On a warm 
day the scent is amazing; 
the whole picture just 
lovely. Today, on a walk 
out and about, I was 
pleased to see a number 
of Ɵny ground-hugging 
plants in flower, one of 
the preƫest were the 
patches of Common Vio-
lets. Nothing common 
about them except their 
lack of scent! Sweet vio-
lets are the scented type 

but their cousins are no 
less lovely. Small purple 
flowers, someƟmes very 
pale, someƟmes white, 
peer out from a roseƩe 
of almost heart-shaped 
leaves. On disturbed 
ground and along the 
edges of a stony track 
were Ɵny blue flowers of 
the Common field-
speedwell. This can be a 
bit of a pest in gardens as 
it spreads easily but 
along the edges of paths 
and fields it’s not so bad 
and is a short-lived 
cheery liƩle flower. Its 
old country name is 
‘bird’s eye speedwell’ as 
the flowers peeking out 
from the foliage remind-
ed people of eyes! Not 
that birds have very blue 

eyes, but there you are! 
Further along I came 
across several clumps of 
Lesser Celandine. This is 
one of the earliest of wild-
flowers to appear and 
oŌen carpets large areas 
where the bright yellow 
flowers shine like a brush 
stroke of gold in the sun-
shine. The clumps I came 
across were growing 
strongly, with the flower 
stalks holding aloŌ the 
cheery flowers with heart-
shaped moƩled green 
leaves encircling the 
plant. Here and there the 
along the hedgerows the 
Blackthorn is breaking 
into flower. In some plac-
es the solitary white flow-
ers are fully out yet in an-
other place the buds sit 

Primrose 

Dog’s Mercury Wood Anemone 

Early Purple Orchid Bluebells 

Common Speedwell 
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Ɵght to the twiggy 
branches like Ɵny pearls. 
The thorny twigs and 
branches, if they could be 
called such, are very dark 
in colour, not quite black, 
hence the name Black-
thorn. The thorns are vi-
cious and if one becomes 
embedded in flesh or the 
pad of a dog the puncture 
wound can become very 
bad indeed. But for all 
that when the shrubby 
plant is in full flower it’s a 
glorious sight with hedges 
stretching away frothy 
with white blossom. 

Ambling along across the 
footpaths I just had to 
stop and listen to the Sky-
larks. These small brown 
birds, of a size between a 
Sparrow and a Starling, 
are not easily seen though 
they are easily heard! The 
male rises from the 
ground almost verƟcally 
and can rise as high as 
three hundred metres 
singing as it climbs. Aston-
ishingly the bird can be 

aloŌ for up to an hour 
before dropping back to 
earth. The Skylark is a 
bird of grasslands, open 
downs and big arable 
fields and, being  ground-
nesƟng birds, are very 
much at risk due to 
changes in farming prac-
Ɵces, so much so that 
they are now on the Red 
List of conservaƟon con-
cern. We seem to have a 
reasonable populaƟon 
around here and long 
may that conƟnue. The 
song is almost ethereal 
and very beauƟful and 
indeed has inspired many 
a poem and piece of mu-
sic, surely the most well-
known being Vaughn Wil-
liams’ ‘The Lark ascend-
ing’. If you are out for a 
walk and hear the song of 
the Skylark, stop and lis-
ten, you might not see 
the bird but you'll be en-
tranced by its song. An-
other bird with a wonder-
ful song is the Song 
Thrush. Many a walk 

down the sailing club lane 
has been cheered by the 
exquisite song from the 
bird siƫng in the very top 
of a tree. It’s an aƩracƟve 
bird too being brown on 
its upper parts but with a 
cream chest and under-
parts covered in black 
spots and splotches. The 
Song Thrush is omniv-
orous but is well known 
for its love of snails espe-
cially if other food is in 
short supply. It will winkle 
out snails from their hid-
ing places and then bash 
them against a large stone 
to break the shell of the 
hapless mollusc allowing 
it access to a tasty meal! 
The stone is known as an 
‘anvil’ and is used regular-
ly, to the point where the 
ground around the rock 
becomes liƩered with 
broken snail shell. I wish 
the Thrush would come 
and eat some of the snails 
in my garden, pesky 
things! 

As the fields began to dry 
out a liƩle, we felt able to 
expand our dog walking 
opportuniƟes and ven-
tured out across the 
‘triangle’ and up across 
the big ninety acre field. 
About half way across we 
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heard a plainƟve call on 
the wind and knew 
straight away the call of 
the Golden Plover as we 
have heard them many 
Ɵmes on the moors of 
North Yorkshire and 
Northumberland. Where 
were they? We scanned 
the grey skies; nothing. 
Walking on we heard 
them again on the 
buffeƟng wind sounding 
close by but no sighƟng. 
Onward we went hearing 
them again somewhere to 
our leŌ. Then we spoƩed 
them; a group of about 
thirty, running across the 
plough no more than forty 

metres away. Rarely do 
you get that close to 
them on the ground 
hence our looking for 
them in the air! Despite 
the drab day we could 
make out the golden yel-
low moƩled plumage. 
We have seen them in 
previous years as they 
like the big open field to 

roost at night where noth-
ing can sneak up on them. 
Later the birds took to the 
air and we watched as 
they wheeled around, 
dipping and rising as one. 
One moment white, the 
next black as the birds 
twisted and turned in the 
air. The Golden Plover 
were no doubt working 
their way back to the high 
moors having spent the 
winter in the south on 
fields and mud flats by the 
coast. What a treat; one 
of Ian’s favourite birds. 

We have menƟoned in 
previous notes about the 
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Starlings which have nest-
ed in a hole in the end of 
our brick outhouse. The 
birds have been there for 
several weeks now laying 
claim to the hole. Their 
twiƩering calls and ques-
Ɵonable ‘song’ have kept 
us amused, not to men-
Ɵon their very accurate 
mimicry. But today some-
thing changed. The birds 
were missing and there 
was no twiƩering. Mid-
morning a single Starling 
flew down and popped 
into the hole and came 
out again to hang around 
for a short while calling 
and fluƩering its wings. 
Throughout day the same 
behaviour prevailed and 
we fear that one of the 
pair of Starlings has met 
its end; perhaps a Spar-
rowhawk has nabbed it: 
one zips through our gar-
den regularly creaƟng fear 
and panic among the 
small garden birds. What-
ever has happened to it, 
the remaining Starling 
seems bereŌ and puzzled. 
Perhaps it will find anoth-
er mate and use the hole 
once more. It’s very quiet 
without them. 

The lake, a source of 
many nature sighƟngs has 

been very much out of 
bounds recently because 
of the deluges of rain. 
When the lake hasn’t 
flooded out, the grassy 
banks and edges are like 
quagmires; it is unbeliev-
ably wet and horrible 
under foot. The water in 
the lake is brown; mud 
coloured and sƟll very 
high. There are very few 
birds on the water, just a 
few pairs of quarrelsome 
Coots and three bachelor 
Mallards. A few geese 
have turned up occasion-
ally but mainly to graze 
the grass near the club 
hut. Mr Grumpy, the ag-
gressive swan is nowhere 
to be seen. In fact there 
are no swans at all and 
our theory is that the wa-
ter is too deep and too 
discoloured to easily get 
at any water weed which 
they feed on. Even the 
ugly and voracious Cor-
morants have gone else-
where which will please 
the fishermen. Whether 
Mr Grumpy and his mate 
return remains to be 
seen. Unless the water 
drops back soon and sig-
nificantly, the usual Swan 
nest site in the big reed 
bed will remain water-
logged. Perhaps the only 

things that are not 
swamped and brown are 
the new pussy willow 
along the banks of the 
river. Fluffy like over-
grown golden bees, the 
catkins, for that is what 
they are, are cheery and 
when the sun shines the 
catkins are almost lumi-
nous. Another tree with a 
liking for damp places is 
the Common Alder. They 
are numerous along the 
lake and riverside and in 
spring are festooned with 
both male and female 
catkins, rusty-red and 
lime green in colour. The 
catkins which ripen into 
fruits turn from green to 
dark brown and resemble 
a small cone, remaining 
throughout the winter. 
The common alder is an 
ancient tree. Pollen grains 
have been discovered in 
peat layers thousands of 
years old. There are many 
strange tales and supersƟ-
Ɵons relaƟng to the Alder 
not least that, when the 
wood is cut, it turns a 
blood-orange red almost 
as if it were bleeding. This 
led to the strange theory 
that the tree was some-
how malign and linked to 
the underworld. Perhaps 
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best to leave the Alders 
where they are… Near to 
the old moat in the fields 
of Manor Farm, overlook-
ing the lake is a stand of 
very tall Western Balsam 
Poplars. The tree can 
grow up to six feet a year 
making it one of the fast-
est growing trees in this 
country and can reach a 
loŌy thirty three metres 
in height. In the spring the 
tree’s buds and young 
leaves are sƟcky with bal-
sam which has a sweet 
smell. On warm sƟll days 
the scent fills the air and 
can be detected some 
distance away. The scent 
has an almost therapeuƟc 
balminess to it as if inhal-
ing is actually good for 
you; fanciful I know, but 
then the sense of smell is 
a powerful thing. Later 
the leaves open out and 
are quite leathery with a 
silvery underside. The 
leaves being tough, raƩle 
a bit in strong wind and 

the pale backs are easily 
seen. I'm very fond of 
these trees, they’ve been 
there for many, many 
years and each spring I 
look forward to the driŌ 
of that unmistakable 
scent in the air.  

The very last days of 
March will see Easter 
with us. Indeed the thirty 
first is Easter Sunday and 
the change to BriƟsh 
summerƟme. The joy of 
Easter and new begin-
nings and the joy of light 
evenings and warmer 
days! The countryside, 
our gardens and allot-
ments will really be com-
ing alive then with new 
growth and work to be 
done! PlanƟng and nur-
turing and just enjoying 
being outside is so good 
for us and, having had 
such a wet and thorough-
ly dismal winter, surely 
we must be deserving of 
light and sunshine? As we 
conclude our ‘notes’ we 
have to report that our 
Starlings have not re-
turned save for a brief 
visit on the chimney pot 
from a forlorn and silent 
bird looking for its mate 
which seems unlikely to 
return. Earlier there was 

a Wren in the large pot of 
violas outside the back 
door picking at the un-
seen, by us anyway, in-
sects among the leaves 
and flowers. Perhaps it 
was hoping for a fat spi-
der, of which they are 
very fond! For such a Ɵny 
bird it has an enormous 
song which we hear oŌen 
in our garden and we’re 
sure it will nest some-
where close by in a very 
secret locaƟon. Just 
fledged Wrens are so en-
dearing but very much at 
risk, as are all baby birds, 
from rain and cold so we 
hope for good weather 
when all the young birds 
emerge from the nest lat-
er in the spring. We hope 
that you have something 
cheery to see from your 
window, or in your garden 
if you are unable to go far. 
There is much to look for-
ward to in the natural 
world over the coming 
weeks and months and 
we must make the most 
of beƩer days to come. 
Tea or your favourite Ɵp-
ple in the garden? Time to 
just to sit awhile and en-
joy! 

Gill & Ian Burgess 
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the wonders of pyramids, 
hieroglyphics, and mum-
mificaƟon rituals. It was a 
holisƟc educaƟonal expe-
rience that ignited curiosi-
ty and sparked historical 
intrigue among our young 
historians whilst covering 
mulƟple aspects of the 
curriculum. 

Bletchley Leisure was 
abuzz with excitement 
during the Year 5 and 6 
Swimming Gala. With 
strokes of determinaƟon 
and waves of enthusiasm, 
our talented swimmers 
showcased their aquaƟc 
prowess, compeƟng in a 
series of thrilling races. 
The children competed, 
with poise and determina-
Ɵon, against children from 
numerous local schools. 
Unfortunately, we did not 
place within the top three 
schools, but our children 
did perform very well se-
curing a number of first 
place finishes. As always 

Haversham 
Village 
School 
As we bid farewell to the 
blossoms of spring and 
welcome the promise of 
warmer days, it's Ɵme to 
reflect on the numerous 
acƟviƟes that have col-
oured our school days 
over the last half term. 
From enchanƟng balls to 
immersive cultural cele-
braƟons, we've had a 
whirlwind of experiences 
that have enriched the 
hearts and minds of our 
students. 

As part of their topic this 
half term, our liƩle princ-
es and princesses in Foun-
daƟon Stage dazzled us all 
with their grace and 
charm at the Cinderella 
Ball. It was fantasƟc to see 
the children donning their 
finest aƫre and perform-
ing the dances they had 
learned. As you can imag-
ine the atmosphere was 
fantasƟc and the children 
were really excited to see 
our special guest, Cinder-
ella. Amidst the laughter 
and joy, Cinderella leŌ 
behind her shoe, creaƟng 

a buzz of excitement and 
wonder among the stu-
dents. I am happy to say 
that with a few posters, 
made by the children, 
Cinderella has now been 
reunited with her shoe. 

In February, we studied 
the rituals and beliefs 
associated with Chinese 
New Year. The children 
were immersed in the 
rich tapestry of Chinese 
culture. From vibrant 
dragon dances to food 
tasƟng sessions, our stu-
dents delved into the tra-
diƟons and customs of 
this auspicious fesƟval, 
fostering cross-cultural 
understanding and ap-
preciaƟon. 

The mysteries of ancient 
Egypt came alive during 
Year 4's immersive Egyp-
Ɵan Day. Decked in phar-
aoh aƫre, our students 
embarked on a journey 
through Ɵme, exploring 
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seeing this vision come to 
life. 

As always, this update 
offers just a glimpse of 
the exciƟng learning ex-
periences our children 
enjoy at school. With 
summer on the horizon, 
both staff and students 
eagerly anƟcipate the 
upcoming term, brim-
ming with thrilling resi-
denƟal trips, hands-on 
learning experiences and 
sports days! 

I wish everyone a resƞul 
Easter break. 

Best Wishes  

Mr David Ley & all the 
staff of Haversham Vil-
lage School 

we were extremely proud 
of the children’s achieve-
ments and the dedicaƟon 
and sportsmanship they 
displayed in represenƟng 
the school. 

On World Book Day, the 
halls of our school were 
transformed into a liter-
ary wonderland as char-
acters from beloved 
books leaped from the 
pages and into reality. 
From Harry PoƩer to Al-
ice in Wonderland, our 
students brought their 
favourite characters to 
life through vibrant cos-
tumes and spirited story-
telling sessions. It was a 
day dedicated to the 
magic of reading and im-
aginaƟon. 

During Science Week, our 
budding scienƟsts delved 
into the realms of experi-
mentaƟon and discovery. 
From explosive chemical 
reacƟons to awe-
inspiring physics demon-
straƟons, our students 
immersed themselves in 
hands-on learning experi-
ences that ignited their 
passion for STEM sub-
jects. It was a week filled 
with wonder, curiosity, 
and the thrill of scienƟfic 

exploraƟon. It was fan-
tasƟc to see the children 
excited about science 
and linking their previous 
knowledge and learning 
to the experiments con-
ducted.  

I'm excited to announce 
that construcƟon will 
soon begin on the dedi-
cated library space fund-
ed by the Friends of 
Haversham Village 
School. As many of you 
know, inspired by our 
local links to Wolverton 
works, this innovaƟve 
space will resemble a 
charming train carriage! 
We are thrilled to com-
mence construcƟon over 
the Easter break and I 
would like to thank the 
incredible generosity and 
support of our school 
community in the fund-
raising efforts which 
made this project possi-
ble. This project promises 
to provide our students 
with a unique and inspir-
ing environment to nur-
ture their love for reading 
and learning. AnƟcipated 
for compleƟon and ready 
for use in the 2024-2025 
academic year, we're ea-
gerly looking forward to 
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FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS 

Check out the LAMP group website at hƩp://thelampchurches.com or our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/stmaryhaversham where you can lots of other 
details about our worship. 
 
HAVERSHAM MORNING WORSHIP 

AŌer each 11 o'clock service, members of the congregaƟon are invited to stay for 
refreshments. 

BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES, FUNERALS and PASTORAL 
NEEDS 

For informaƟon about Christenings, weddings, funerals or 
if you would like a visit for any reason, please contact:  
Rev. Adrian Low, The Rectory, High Street, Haversham, Mil-
ton Keynes, MK19 7DT. Telephone 07883 717642 or email:  
rev.adrian.low@gmail.com. 
 
ST MARY’S CHURCH BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

Please contact Fi Jones on 07946 615218 or by email at  
fipwmum@gmail.com. 

The Parishes of Haversham with Little 
Linford and Tyringham with Filgrave 
Area Dean Priest for the LAMP group of churches 

Revd. Adrian Low 07883 717642  rev.adrian.low@gmail.com  

Churchwardens for St Mary’s Haversham & St Leonard’s LiƩle Linford 

Joe Geary  01908 510289  joegeary100@gmail.com  
Fi Jones  07946 615218 fipwmum@gmail.com  

Churchwarden for Tyringham with Filgrave 

Marion Hansford 01234 711566 mariford@bƟnternet.com  
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Lamp Group Church Services 

31st March 
EASTER DAY 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

7th April 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Praise 
Something Else on Sunday 

Tyringham 
Haversham  
Emberton 

14th April 9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Worship 
Holy Communion/Children’s Church 

LiƩle Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

21st April 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

28th April 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Parish Praise  

LiƩle Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

5th May 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Praise 
Something Else on Sunday 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

12th May 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Worship 
Holy Communion/Children’s Church 

LiƩle Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

19th May 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

26th May 9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Café Church 

LiƩle Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

9th May 
Ascension Day 

7:00 pm Holy Communion Emberton 
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A Message from Adrian Low 
Thankfully I haven't got a 
1970 Triumph Herald that 
I'm doing up. But I do 
have a few projects start-
ed and not finished. Mag-
nus Magnusson on Mas-
termind started that, in-
sisƟng because he had 
started, he would finish – 
good for him, but there 
are projects everywhere, 
like my projects, that are 
only half done. 

However, last Sunday, I 
finished one. I wrote the 
last story in a rendering of 
the four gospels as imagi-
nary monologues told by 
characters who were 
there at the Ɵme. I start-
ed that project in 2008 
and have picked it up and 
then leŌ it, someƟmes for 
years on end. The result is 
that some phrases I used 
then I would now avoid. 
My father commented 
wisely on my version of 
MaƩhew. He recom-
mended that I change the 
phrase 'and the guy was 
gobsmacked' when refer-
ring to a surprised Jesus. 
He was right. So the pro-
ject sƟll conƟnues as I 
return to the text, calming 

it down a liƩle, here and 
there. 

Shall I ever find a publish-
er – unlikely. But, as a 
priest, it has been good 
discipline working 
through the gospels and 
trying to understand 
what is going on. 

At least three things I 
have found: 

1. All four authors 
(MaƩhew, Mark, Luke 
and John) write simple 
stories but some have 
mulƟple layers of mean-
ing. For example, the 
wedding at Cana when 
Jesus turned water into 
wine. Is this just a bit of 
Harry PoƩer-like magic – 
wriƩen for amazement or 
is there a layer of mean-
ing underneath, and may-
be even another under-
neath that. It is very clev-
er wriƟng indeed. For 
example, why wine and 
not whisky or orange 
juice? Why so much wine 
for a wedding – maybe 
180 gallons of it? And 
why in old stone jars nor-
mally used for washing? 
There is reason behind all 
of it. 

2. There is so much pas-
sion and pathos. If you get 
this before Good Friday, 
come to LiƩle Linford 
church at 11am and listen 
to the whole passion story 
from John's gospel. If you 
don't get emoƟonally con-
nected with it, I will eat 
my hat (metaphorically). 

3. The values of Jesus are 
so oŌen the opposite of 
world values. Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, the 
meek and the grieving…  
Literally there is an alter-
naƟve existence if you risk 
living life NOT seeking 
power, wealth and a quick 
fix. This really is a beƩer 
way to live and, despite 
the chaos and pain, it pro-
vides a deeper saƟsfacƟon 
and profound joy in things 
done good and right, hon-
est and true.  

The crucifixion was an 
appalling way to die yet 
God chooses that, not 
least because 2000 years 
later we are sƟll talking 
about and celebraƟng 
Easter - saying it was the 
most amazing event to 
happen for humankind. I 
believe that, and if you 
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NEXT ISSUE OF MAGAZINE 
Our next issue is for June / July 24.  

Copy date will be Wednesday 22nd May 

and the magazine should be ready for distribuƟon  
on or around 31st May. 

All contribuƟons welcome.  
Please pass them to: 

Lesley Gilbert, Woodpecker CoƩage, Haversham.   
Tel: 01908 310113    

e-mail: lesley@harveygilbert.co.uk 

would like to believe that 
too, talk to me. 

Happy Easter, oh and par-
Ɵcularly happy Easter res-
urrecƟon day! 

Adrian Low 
Area Dean and Priest for 
Haversham, LiƩle Linford , 
Tyringham & Filgrave, 
and Emberton 
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News from the Pews 
MEMOS FROM ST 
MARY’S 

As we move into Astro-
nomical Spring (on or 
about 20th March), we 
may be forgiven for think-
ing we have not moved 
very far from winter. 
However, a liƩle look over 
our shoulder (and not 
turning into a pillar of 
salt) reminds us that our 
Carol singing was, in fact a 
long way off. However, 
the Carol singing (and as-
sociated GiŌ Aid) raised 
£162.35 for Willen Hos-
pice. For the Christmas 
Tree FesƟval, the dona-
Ɵons were split equally 
between the Church and 
Willen Hospice and anoth-
er £81.77 was sent to the 
hospice. The LiƩle Linford 
Carol service collecƟon 
(and associated GiŌ Aid) 
raised £193.75 for Chil-
dren In Need. Many 
thanks to all who support-
ed us on the various 
nights. 

The Curry & Fun Quiz 
night, however, is more 
fresh in the minds of all 
the teams who parƟcipat-
ed on 2nd March at the 

Social Centre. The Top 
Spot was taken by the 
fabulously named Agatha 
Quizley, with our Church 
Team coming a very re-
spectable second and 
Jackieless Jesters third. 
Well done also to Shula 
and Lesley who were our 
QuesƟon seƩers and 
Score Keepers. 

On Saturday morning 16th 
March, much dust was 
busted at St Mary's 
Church by a dedicated 
team hunƟng high and 
low for dust and creepy 
crawlies (of which there 
were many). Any jobs not 
completed on the morn-
ing were carried over for 
the next week. Special 
thanks are due to Hilary 
and Sandy Riley for the 
extra work undertaken by 
them to complete these 
jobs. Thank you to all 
who aƩended for fun, 
fellowship and donuts! 

Now that the deep clean 
has been undertaken, 
Mrs Sandy Afleck has 
brought out our hand 
worked Easter themed 
banners. There is a long 
history of banners, some 

of the first recorded be-
ing Romans who hung 
their coats of arms out-
side their houses to iden-
Ɵfy them. In the Bible the 
earliest menƟon of ban-
ners occurs in Numbers 1 
& 2 when the Israelites 
are told by God to erect 
banners to idenƟfy their 
clans. Today, from West-
minster Abbey down, 
they are used as an aid to 
worship, depicƟng scenes 
and words from the Bi-
ble. Many of our own 
banners have been hand 
worked by Mrs Mickey 
Geary, Mrs Joan Harrison 
and the Rev Ted Bale – all 
sadly now no longer with 
us but living on in our 
memory through their 
creaƟve talents. 

Last autumn St Mary’s 
registered as an Eco 
Church through A Rocha 
UK, a ChrisƟan charity 
working to care for the 
environment. We’re 
pleased to report that St 
Mary's has achieved a 
bronze award for their 
part in this programme 
which includes encourag-
ing us all to think about 
our acƟons and lifestyle, 
helping protect and care 
for the natural world. 
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Well done to all who 
have made this possible. 
We now look forward to 
working towards a silver 
award in the coming 
months. Please speak to 
Rev. Nicholls for more 
informaƟon. 

This Easter we have a 
change to our Church 
flowers. Instead of pur-
chasing Easter Lilies (to 
which a growing number 
of Church members are 
allergic) we are asking 
everyone to bring a 
bunch of Spring flowers 
which can be arranged in 
vases and placed around 
the Church in celebra-
Ɵon. The memory book 
is, of course, sƟll availa-
ble and any donaƟons 
this year will be made to 
Willen Hospice. If you 
would like a name rec-
orded, please email Jan 
Bell or Fi Jones or see our 
Facebook page. The East-
er flowers will be ar-
ranged on Holy Saturday 
morning 30 March from 
9.30 am onwards. 

Everyone is welcome at 
our Easter Services, 
shown on p. 30. 

As we move through all 
the emoƟons of Easter – 

Good Friday through to 
Easter Sunday, may we 
remember that the Lord 
is our banner, and his 
banner over us all is love. 
Happy Easter. 

Jan Bell 
 
NEWS FROM ST  
PETER'S, TYRINGHAM 

The last months have 
been quiet at St Peter’s 
but suddenly everything 
is springing into life. 
Lambs are in the fields 
near the church, daffodils 
are in bloom in the 
churchyard and even the 
sun shines occasionally. 

At St Peter’s we are look-
ing forward to our Easter 
service of Holy Commun-
ion at 9.30am. We only 
have a service alternate 
years as we share the 
Easter Day service with 
LiƩle Linford.  We are 
hoping members of St 
Leonard’s will join us for 
this special service in the 
ChrisƟan calendar. We 
change the clocks that 
day and lose an hour’s 
sleep so we hope a 
9.30am start will not be 
too much of a challenge 
for our congregaƟon. 

It is good to have Jean on 
the organ again, we have 
missed her whilst she has 
been caring for Joyce.  
Jean’s return is a posiƟve 
sign that Joyce’s health is 
improving and it’s great 
that Joyce is also manag-
ing to join us once more. 

The DAC have approved 
in full the Schedule of 
Works for our toilet, 
servery etc.  Once it is all 
costed we will know if 
raising the money is fea-
sible. 

On 30th April Reverend 
Kimonie Nichols will be at 
Park House Care Home to 
take a short Songs of 
Praise service for the res-
idents.  These services 
are a new iniƟaƟve by 
Kimonie and the resi-
dents have really enjoyed 
the two services she has 
taken with support from 
members of St Peter’s 
and All Saints congrega-
Ɵons. 

We wish all our friends in 
the LAMP Group a very 
Happy and Blessed East-
er. 

Marion Hansford 
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Local OrganisaƟon Contacts Telephone 

Magazine Editor: Lesley Gilbert 
AdverƟsing: Harvey Gilbert 

01908 310113 
01908 310113 

Parish Council Chair: Richard Pryor 
Clerk: Maria Manthorpe  
clerk@havershamliƩlelinfordpc.gov.uk 

07824 483337  

Social Centre Chair: Jackie Brown 
Bookings Secretary: Kim Irving 
Alt: Fiona Viney 

01908 313388 
01908 989668 
07971 654241  

Lamp Group of Churches Rev Adrian Low 07883 717642  

Haversham Village School Headteacher: David Ley 01908 312673 

Haversham Jubilee Club Lesley Gilbert 01908 310113 

Haversham Sailing Club commodore@havershamsc.org  

Local Services   

Water Emergency/Enquiries 03457 145 145 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency 0800 6783 105 

Police 
 

Emergency 
For non-urgent messages 

999 
101 

Milton Keynes Council Main Number 01908 691691 

NaƟonal Rail Train enquiries 03457 48 49 50  

Traveline All public transport advice 0871 200 22 33 

CiƟzens Advice Bureau CMK 0808 278 7991 

RSPCA Emergency/Enquiries 0300 1234 999 

Environment Agency Emergency 03078 506 506 

The Last Resort 

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE 

 Full page £25.00 1/2 page £15.00 1/4 page £12.00 1/8 page £9.00 
For regular adverƟsers, 6 issues for the price of 5. 

Please contact Harvey Gilbert on 01908 310113 / email: harvey@harveygilbert.co.uk 
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Human and veterinary care 

Let us help you AND your pets! 

We help all spines no matter whether they’re human or animal. 

Ossio Human and Veterinary Chiropractic 
86 The High St. 
Stony Stratford 
Milton Keynes 
MK11 1AH 

e: hello@ossioclinics.co.uk 

T: 01908 265 222 

Register of Animal Musculoskeletal Practitioners 

 


