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Come Along and Support your Local! 

A cosy traditional country pub with 
log fire,  serving a quality range of 

Real Ales & Lagers, and drinks to suit 
most tastes, including a wide choice 

of wines by the glass. 

Good food freshly cooked on the  
premises, using local produce where possible. 

 Takeaway food and drinks available. 

For details of our main menu and our festive offer-
ings in December, please see full details on p.5, or 
look on The Greyhound Facebook page, Haversham 

community Facebook page or phone the Pub.  

OPENING HOURS 

Monday - Closed, except 20th, 27th December & 
3rd January 

Tuesday-Sunday— from 12.30pm 

High Street, Haversham,  
Milton Keynes MK19 7DT  

Tel: 01908 418997 

We continue to minimise the risk of transmission of Covid-19,  
and protect the health of both our customers and staff  

at the Greyhound. We request that customers wear masks on entry 
and when moving around the Pub. Drinks may be ordered from  
the bar, but we request that customers move away from the bar 

area after being served.  

Haversham & Little Linford 
Magazine 

 

December 21/January 22 Issue 162 

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 
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Local Organisation Contacts Telephone 

Magazine Editor: Lesley Gilbert 
Advertising: Harvey Gilbert 

01908 310113 
01908 310113 

Parish Council Chair: Pam Williams 
 

01908 314883  

Social Centre Chair: Jackie Brown 
Bookings Secretary: Kim Irving 

01908 313388 
01908 989668 

Lamp Group of Churches Rev Adrian Low 07883 717642  

Haversham Village School Headteacher: David Ley 01908 312673 

Haversham Jubilee Club Lesley Gilbert 01908 310113 

Haversham Sailing Club commodore@havershamsc.org  

Local Services   

Water Emergency/Enquiries 0345 714 5145 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency 0800 6783 105 

Police 
 

Emergency 
For non-urgent messages 

999 
101 

Milton Keynes Council Main Number 01908 691691 

National Rail Train enquiries 03457 48 49 50  

Traveline All public transport advice 0871 200 22 33 

Citizens Advice Bureau CMK 0345 404 0506 

RSPCA Emergency/Enquiries 0300 1234 999 

Environment Agency Emergency 03078 506 506 

The Last Resort 

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE 

 Full page £25.00 1/2 page £15.00 1/4 page £12.00 1/8 page £9.00 

For regular advertisers, 6 issues for the price of 5. 

Please contact Harvey Gilbert on 01908 310113 / email: harvey@harveygilbert.co.uk 
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some winter sunshine 
over the Christmas period 
and the coming months. 

Jan Bell 

*Answer : Hark the Herald 
 

NEWS FROM  
ST PETER'S,  
TYRINGHAM 

Between Harvest and 
Christmas, it is usually a 
quiet time for St Peter's 
but not this year. We took 
part in Adrian’s licencing 
service at All Saints - a 
wonderful experience as 
Adrian received the sym-
bols of the church’s life. 
Although at times solemn, 
it had a thread of humour 
running through it.  There 
was an opportunity, as we 
partook of the splendid 
refreshments supplied by 
St Mary’s and All Saints 
church members, to meet 
up not only with fellow 
Group members but to 
talk to the hierarchy of 
the Diocese and Deanery 
in a less formal setting 

Adrian soon arranged an 
Away Day for PCC mem-
bers of the Group to dis-
cuss the way forward dur-
ing his tenure. As one of 
the smaller churches it 
was a great opportunity 

to learn how the larger 
churches operate, we 
appreciated their sugges-
tions and their encour-
agement which made us 
feel part of the team. 

It was good to have a Re-
membrance Sunday Ser-
vice back this year. We 
are privileged to have a 
monument to the fallen 
designed by Lutyens, who 
not only designed the 
Cenotaph but the huge 
memorial at Thiepval in 
France. 

We now look forward to 
the Carol Service on 19th 
December at 6.00pm and 
Midnight Communion at 
11.30pm on  24th Decem-
ber.   It was so upsetting 
last year not being able 
to celebrate the birth of 
our Lord Jesus; let us 
make it extra special for 
Christmas 2021. 

After a couple of false 
starts in 2020 and early 
2021 due to Covid, Le 
Tour de Tyringham Cycle 
Ride finally went ahead 
on Sunday 26th Septem-
ber. 92 riders took part, 
most doing the 50 miles 
route and a few braving 
the new 65 mile one.  
The event was a huge 

success and raised a 
handsome £4,491.31 for 
church funds. St Peter’s 
PCC thank the organising 
team for all the work they 
put into this event, to-
gether with the loyal 
sponsors and supporters.  

Marion Hansford 
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Opinions expressed by 
authors, and services 

offered by advertisers, 
are not specifically 

endorsed by the Editor 
or by Haversham and 
Little Linford Parish 

Council. 

Editorial  sue of traffic which can 
be a blight on all of our 
lives but will we be with-
out our cars? 

It was a red letter day for 
those living on the High 
Street when a cement 
mixer broke down whilst 

conveniently parked 
across the whole car-
riageway one rush hour 
evening—an hour or so 
of no traffic at all! But, of 
course, others will have 
been cursing as they had 
difficulty getting home.  

Life is gradually resuming 
some semblance of nor-
mality, although we 
should all still take care, 
as can be seen in the 
news form Europe. If 
there is one thing that 
this pandemic has surely 
taught us—or perhaps I 
should say most of us—it 
is that we have to work 
as a whole community. 
For society to continue to 
function in the way it did, 

Well, here we are at 
4:00pm and it’s almost 
dark—the worst part of 
the winter season. But the 
best part was the bright 
sunshine earlier in the day 
with a real crispness to 
the air! The Yin and Yang 
of  it. 

The litter-picking efforts 
of volunteers is another 
case in point. Our village 
streets were looking a 
little smarter after a litter-
pick at the weekend—but 
even as they were packing 
up, some selfish motorist 
threw an empty crisp 
packet onto the road!  
The job is never done!   
Philip Turnbull is looking 
for more volunteers for 
the new year, so do get in 
touch if you want to do 
your bit. 

And then there is, of 
course, the perpetual is-

it is up to each of us to 
take the recommended 
courses of action to pro-
tect the whole community 
at large—otherwise all of 
the scientists’ effort on 
our part will have been in 
vain, and there won’t be 
light at the end of the tun-
nel. 

Having said that Harvey 
and I are off to the Arctic 
soon to experience the 
polar night 24 hours a 
day, but we will also be 
hoping for the Northern 
Lights to give a good dis-
play to relieve the gloom.  

There is so much happen-
ing in December (see the 
resurrected Dates for your 
Diary overleaf), a great 
change from last year,  
and I do hope you will get 
involved. 

Wishing everyone a Merry 
Christmas, one that you 
can enjoy with family and 
friends, and here’s looking 
forward to better things in 
2022 for everyone—did I 
say that last year? But we 
must admit that things 
have been a little bit 
better—for most of us. 

Lesley Gilbert 
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Special Dates for your Diary 

IN DECEMBER 

3rd December—7:00pm 
Christmas Music Concert  
at St Mary’s to celebrate 
the restoration of the or-
gan along with the Festive 
Season. See p. 8. 

4th December—2:00pm 
Children’s Christmas Par-
ty at the Social Centre.  

5th December—3:30pm 
Christingle by Candlelight 
at St Mary’s. See p.6. 

10th December—6:30pm 
Carols on the Crescent 
Green. See p.19. 

11th December—6:00pm 
Christmas Family Bingo 
at the Social Centre. See 
p. 15. 

 

 

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 

 
 

 

Carol Services 

12th December 6:00pm 
St Leonard’s Little Linford 

19th December 6:00pm 
St Peter’s Tyringham 

24th December 6:00pm 
St Mary’s Haversham 

Special Events 

3rd December 7:00pm 
Christmas Music Concert 

St Mary’s, Haversham 

5th December 3:30pm 
Christingle by  

Candlelight 
St Mary’s Haversham 

10th December 6:30pm 
Carols on the Green 
The Crescent Green, 

Haversham 

Midnight  
Communion 

11:30pm  
St Peter’s Tyringham 

Christmas Day 
11:00am  

All-age Holy  
Communion 

St Mary’s Church 
Haversham 
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MEMOS FROM ST 
MARY’S 
What a difference a bit of 
sunshine makes to our 
general wellbeing and 
mood; even if the wind 
slices through everything 
like a knife, the sunshine 
seems to make everything 
that bit more bearable. It 
seems to lift us and makes 
everything take on a more 
positive look. 

Jesus was described in the 
book of Malachi (the last 
in the Old Testament) as 
the sun of righteousness 
who rose with healing in 
his wings and many of us 
need that healing as a 
result of all that has been 
suffered over the last 
year. 

Speaking of healing, it was 
good to get out into the 
fresh air on Saturday 13 
November when a dedi-
cated team raked up the 
leaves which the trees 
had determinedly let fall 
in the Churchyard.  They 
were put into Joe Geary's 
trailer to be made into 
leaf mould and then put 
back to enrich other soil 
around Milton Keynes – 

News from the Pews 

what a wonderful exam-
ple of recycling.  COP26 
take note! Get yourselves 
a trailer! 

On 31 October, St Mary's 
Church held a very mov-
ing service for all the 
Dead when there was an 
opportunity to remember 
loved ones who have 
died, light a candle for 
them and hear their 
names read out before 
the congregation. Once 
again, light and healing 
play a part in our lives as 
we acknowledge our sad-
ness in our loss but re-
member that there were 
times of sunshine and 
blessing. 

Looking ahead to Decem-
ber, and with the start of 
our season of Advent on 
Sunday 28 November, we 
have an evening of 
Christmas Music at 7.00 
pm on 3 December to 
celebrate our restored 
organ.  Please join us for 
an organ recital played by 
James Wharton with 
mulled wine and mince 
pies to get into the 
Christmas spirit. For tick-
ets, which are £5 

(children under 14 free) 
contact your Churchward-
ens.  Places limited due to 
current restrictions. 

Keeping our theme of 
light, we have our 
Christingle Service in 
Church on 5th December 
at 3.30 pm to make your 
Christingle, have a cup of 
tea then enjoy the candle-
light service. 

Our Christmas celebra-
tions continue with Carols 
on the Green in Haver-
sham starting at 6.30 pm 
on Friday 10 December. 
Please join us to sing by 
lamplight all our old fa-
vourite carols and other 
songs we love like Ru-
dolph the Red Nose Rein-
deer, and We Wish you a 
Merry Christmas. 

We shall also be offering 
our traditional services; 
times and dates can be 
found elsewhere in the 
magazine. 

We started by hearing 
that Jesus rose with 
'healing in his wings'.  Can 
you identify the Christmas 
Carol which quotes those 
words? *  

I hope that we shall all 
experience grace, and 
healing and benefit from 
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A Message from Adrian Low 

What do you want for 
Christmas?  Our family 
has a WhatsApp group 
and someone, as we get 
nearer Christmas, sets the 
ball rolling and asks for a 
list.  I always seem to put 
the question on hold be-
cause, although it is a real 
joy, it is also a struggle – 
trying to think.  Do you 
really want anyone (least 
of all the children) spend-
ing their hard-earned 
money on something you 
will never use?  John Bet-
jeman reflected that in 
one of his poems when he 
listed dodgy Christmas 
presents – ‘bath salts and 
inexpensive scent, and 
hideous tie so kindly 
meant’.  It’s great when 
someone hits the target 
with the right present, 
but if you are like me, the 
problem is we don’t really 
know what the target is. 

Children do lists for Santa, 
but that soon passes and 
reverts, during teenage 
years to Mum and Dad, in 
desperation, giving mon-
ey.  But what do you 
want, now you are older? 

It’s not particularly saint-
ly, but maybe the most 
important thing is that 
we want the giver to be 
happy with the gift they 
have given.  So perhaps 
we do have a real obliga-
tion to help them out, to 
tell them what we would 
like, so that they can 
know, without a lottery, 
that it is going to be a 
welcome gift.   

But then, how wonderful 
when you get a really 
great gift which is not on 
your list, something you 
would never thought of - 
a gift that changes the 
way you think and do 
things - a gift where 
someone has seen what 
you actually need  - even 
though you didn’t realise 
you needed it!  Does that 
resonate with anyone? 

For most of us, I guess, 
giving and receiving gifts 
is about needing to know 
that we are remembered 
and loved, and that those 
whom we love, need us 
to love them too.  That’s 
human nature isn’t it?  So 
maybe it doesn’t really 
matter what the gift is, 

it’s the thought and love 
that comes with it that 
counts… so long as I don’t 
have to wear that 
‘hideous tie so kindly 
meant’! 

We give presents as a re-
minder of God giving him-
self in Jesus at Christmas 
2000 years ago, and may-
be God also says the 
words ‘Most of all I want 
to know that I am loved 
and that those whom I 
love need me to love 
them too.’ 

Loving one another, loving 
God and God loving us is 
THE gift.  The Bethlehem 
baby is LOVE in big letters, 
made human.  That love is 
what the world needed 
then, and is just as need-
ed now – even if we don’t 
realise we need it.  After 
all: ‘ALL YOU NEED IS 
LOVE’.   

I hope you will come to 
church some time over 
Christmas and celebrate 
Love made human, in Je-
sus. 

Adrian 
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Local News 

GREYHOUND DIARIES 

Firstly, may we both thank 
everyone for their lovely 
cards, gifts and messages 
for Heather. The battle is 
truly on and she is fighting 
this terrible cancer with 
good spirit and vigour. 
She has just had her sec-
ond cycle of chemothera-
py and, with such a long 
way to go, every card and 
message has lifted our 
spirits. Thank you. 

We had an amazing Irish 
folk music live band on 
30th November which was 
huge success, and we do-
nated £500 to Cancer Re-
lief from the raffle that 
night. Thanks to all our 
sponsors and people who 
came. I'm sure you all 
agree it was magnificent. 
But I can't say I enjoyed 
the following morning's 
'tornado' that much. For 
those who saw me, I was 
clutching onto the 8ft um-
brella as it flew me across 
the car park 20ft in the 
air, as I tried to rescue it. 
Mary Poppins springs to 
mind! 

December is nearly upon 
us as I write this. I can't 

believe we have got 
through another year in 
our lovely pub. Huge 
thanks to all who have 
supported us throughout 
the year. 

A few dates to note in 
your diary: 

We are open daily 
throughout December 
from 12:30 to close but 
will remain closed on 
Mondays except on 20th 
and 27th December and 
3rd January when we will 
be open all day. We will 
revert back to being 
closed on Mondays from 
then on. 

We are now taking book-
ings for seasonal get-
togethers and will be 
offering our normal menu 
together with season 
fayre. Booking is essential 
– call the pub on 01908 
418997. 

On Christmas Eve we will 
be open from 12:00pm to 
1:00am – a warm wel-
come awaits you togeth-
er with a seasonal free 

juke box and Happy Hour 
from 4:00-6:00pm when 
all drinks will be half price. 

On Christmas Day, why 
not join us for a Christmas 
Day drink. We are open 
from 11:00am to 2:00pm 
with nibbles and a roaring 
log fire. Prosecco will be 
available by the glass to 
start your day off. 

On Boxing Day, we will 
open as usual offering a 
trio of roast dinners with 
a free bottle of house 
wine with all pre-booked 
tables (must be booked 
48 hours in advance). 

Bingo Thursday – we will 
continue with our popular 
bingo nights every Thurs-
day evening which start at 
around 8:00pm. Just £5 
for your evening's games 
(6). 23rd December will be 
Family Bingo which is 
open to all the family with 
some great prizes to be 
won. We hope to see you 
there. 

New Year's Eve party – 
we will be hosting a New 
Year's Eve party with a 3-
course set meal for 
£39.95. This includes a 
glass of prosecco on arri-
val and Fireworks at mid-
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night. Booking is essential 
to avoid disappointment. 

On New Year's Day we 
will be open from 12:30 
offering both light snacks 
such as Cornish pasties, 
sausage rolls and hot pies 
together with our normal 
menu and a 'curry spe-
cial'. 

Out for a stroll – mulled 
wine and freshly ground 
coffee are now available 
together with our artisan 
hot chocolate topped with 
squirty cream; all availa-
ble to take away or have 
inside. 

So there is plenty going 
on at your local. We have 
tried to cram in as much 
as possible, but no diary 
entry would be complete 
without a mention of our 
new, but very old, bar 

skittles table situated in 
the Cottage Bar together 
with our darts board and 
juke box making a good 
night's entertainment. 

Thank you all for your 
continued support and 
we wish you all a long-
awaited Merry Christmas 
and a Happy and Healthy 
2022. 

Paul & Heather 
 

JUBILEE CLUB 

Unfortunately our Octo-
ber meeting had to be 
cancelled as a result of 
the issues with electricity 
supply to the Social Cen-
tre, so we were particu-
larly glad to get back to-
gether in November!  

Ann Robinson came 
along to share her floral 
arranging skills and, un-

der her excellent tuition, 
we all managed to create 
a very attractive small ta-
ble centrepiece  for the 
Festive Season. Our 
efforts were rewarded 
with lovely tea and cakes 
and lots of conversation. 
We like to give all of our 
speakers something by 
way of  appreciation for 
them spending time with 
us, often a donation to 
their favourite charity. In 
Ann’s case her donation is 
going to Shelter whose 
work is particularly perti-
nent at this time o f year.  

Next meetings: 

Wednesday, 8th Decem-
ber—instead of going out 
for lunch this Christmas, 
with times still being 
somewhat uncertain, we 
are going to have a special 
Christmas Afternoon Tea 
at Woodpecker Cottage. 
Our meeting will start at 
the earlier time of 
2:00pm. 

Wednesday, 12th Janu-
ary—we will be back in 
the Social Centre at the 
usual time of 2:30pm. 
Programme details  to be 
confirmed. 

Lesley Gilbert 
 

 

You are invited to celebrate the true meaning of 
Christmas with a simple service for children of 

all ages. 

Sunday 5th December 3:30pm 
St Mary’s Church, Haversham 

Christingle by  
Candlelight 
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Lamp Group Church Services 

28th November 11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Morning Worship 
Toy Service & Christingle 

Haversham 
Emberton 

5th December 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

3:30 pm 
6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Praise 
Christingle by Candlelight 
Something Else on Sunday: The 
Art of Christmas 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

12th December 
 

11:00 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Morning Worship 
Holy Communion 
Carol Service 

Haversham 
Emberton 
Little Linford 

19th December 
 

11:00 am 
3:30 pm 

 
6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Nine Lessons and Carols by Can-
dlelight 
Carol Service 

Haversham 
Emberton 
 
Tyringham 

24th December 
Christmas Eve 

6:00 pm 
11:30 pm 

Carol Service 
Midnight Communion 

Haversham 
Tyringham 

25th December 
Christmas Day 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 

All-age Holy Communion 
All-age Holy Communion 

Emberton 
Haversham 

2nd January 2022 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Parish Praise 
Something Else on Sunday 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

9th January 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Worship 
Holy Communion 

Little Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

16th January 
 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

23rd January 9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Parish Praise 

Little Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

30th January 9:30 am United LAMP group service Tyringham 
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BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES, FUNERALS and 
PASTORAL NEEDS 

For information about Christenings, weddings, 
funerals or if you would like a visit for any rea-
son, please contact:  Rev. Adrian Low, The Recto-
ry, High Street, Haversham, Milton Keynes, MK19 
7DT. Telephone 07883 717642 or email:  
rev.adrian.low@gmail.com  

The Parishes of Haversham with Little 
Linford and Tyringham with Filgrave 

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS 

Check out the LAMP group website at http://thelampchurches.com or our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/stmaryhaversham where you can find links to 
our Zoom services and lots of other details about our worship. 
 

HAVERSHAM MORNING WORSHIP 

After each 11 o'clock service, members of the congregation are invited to stay for 
refreshments. 

Priest for the LAMP group of churches 

Revd. Adrian Low 07883 717642  rev.adrian.low@gmail.com  

Churchwardens for St Mary’s Haversham & St Leonard’s Little Linford 

Joe Geary  01908 510289  joegeary@tiscali.co.uk  
Fi Jones  07946 615218 fipwmum@gmail.com  

Churchwarden for Tyringham with Filgrave 

Marion Hansford 01234 711566 mariford@btinternet.com  
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apartments but with 41 
bungalows. This develop-
ment is large and will 
reach three stories with 
more homes than 
Redhouse Park. 

The application was sub-
mitted in August and is 
currently being reviewed 
by the Planning depart-
ment which hopes to is-
sue a recommendation to 
MK Development Control 
Committee [DCC] by the 
end of December. It will 
then be decided by the 
DCC in the early months 
of 2022. 

Haversham cum Little Linford Parish Council 

VACANCY FOR PARISH CLERK 

10 hours per week 

We are seeking a part-time Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to support our 

friendly team of Parish Councillors.  The Parish Clerk’s key duties include: 

• Acting as the Responsible Financial Officer, maintaining all financial records and 

careful administration of the Parish Council’s finances 

• Ensuring the instructions and statutory duties of the Parish Council are carried out 

• Preparing Agendas and Minutes for monthly Parish Council meetings 

The ideal candidate will have experience as a Parish Clerk but we will consider capable 

and enthusiastic candidates with suitable transferable skills.  It is not necessary to live in 

the Parish of Haversham cum Little Linford. 

The role is for 10 hours per week and salary will be in line with the successful applicant’s 

experience and qualifications. We are hoping to appoint someone as soon as possible, so 

please make an early application if you are interested in the role. 

Please email haversham.ltlinfordclerk@gmail.com for a full job description and fur-

ther details, or call the Chair of the Parish Council (Pam Williams) on 07801 

018135 if you prefer an initial discussion. 

LITTER PICKING VOL-
UNTEERS NEEDED 

New volunteers are need-
ed to join our regular litter 
picking team. We meet on 
Saturday mornings every 
2 months—the next date 
is Saturday 15 January. 
Contact parish councillor, 
Philip Turnbull: Tel. 01908 

314811 or email pturn-
bullmk@gmail.com. 
 

PLANNING MATTERS 

Plan to build 584 homes 
in open countryside -
Application reference: 
21/02533/outeis 

Templeview Develop-
ments Ltd has submitted 
a planning application to 
MK Council to build 584 
homes (referred to as 
units of accommodation) 
in the Linford Lakes area 
of our parish. The homes 
are nearly all flats and 

http://www.facebook.com/stmaryshaversham
mailto:haversham.ltlinfordclerk@gmail.com
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Linford Lakes is an Area of 
Attractive Landscape 
[AAL] located in the open 
countryside and the de-
velopment breaches both 
national and local plan-
ning policies. There is also 
an outstanding nature 
reserve which is consid-
ered one of the most val-
uable and diverse in the 
country. 

Templeview made a previ-
ous application to build 
250 homes in early 2017 
which was rejected by the 
MK Development Control 
Committee. 

The applicant then 
launched an appeal to the 
Planning Inspector which 
they lost in March 2018. 

The Inspector ruled 
against Templeview be-
cause it was an AAL and 
would cause “substantial 
and irreversible harm” to 
the Ouse Valley land-
scape and local wildlife 
and habitats. Previous 
Planning Inspector re-
ports in 1992 and 2004 
also ruled against devel-
opment in the Ouse Val-
ley. These objections are 
still relevant. 

Another major objection 
to development is flood-
ing. The river Great Ouse 
regularly bursts its banks 
causing extensive flood-
ing including in Little Lin-
ford Lane. In the last two 
years the Lane has been 

 
St Mary’s Church, Haversham 

Christmas Music Concert 
December 3rd at 7:00pm 

celebrating our restored organ. 

Organ Recital played by James Wharton. 

 Join us afterwards for  
Mulled Wine and Mince Pies 

Adults - £5.00 ~ Under 14s - Free 
If you would like a ticket, please contact  
Jan on 01908 317240 or 
Ann on 01908 313207  

closed each year for be-
tween 20 to 25 days be-
cause it was several feet 
underwater. 

Our Parish Council has 
submitted an objection as 
has Great Linford PC. 

To see documents relating 
to the application and 
letters of objections go to 
the Milton Keynes web-
site.  

You can also submit a 
letter of objection to the 
planning officer Paul Keen 
at Paul.keen@milton-
keynes.gov.uk or through 
the planning portal if you 
are registered. 
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families for their generous 
donations. 

I would also like to thank 
Mrs Adams, our year 6 
teacher, for organising a 
fantastic trip, for our year 
6 children, to the National 
Paralympic Heritage Trust 
at Stoke Mandeville. The 
children had a fabulous 
day. The children had the 
opportunity to see the 
athletics facilities, learn 
about the science behind 
prosthetics and learn 
about the history of the 

Paralympics. The children 
have been offered a 
showcase at the museum 
to display some of the 
work they have complet-
ed which is extremely 
exciting. 

It has been an eventful 
half term so far and the 
staff have worked very 
hard to provide our 
young people with some 
fabulous experiences. 
There are many more 
fantastic things happen-
ing at school and you can 

keep up to date with 
them through our web-
site or twitter page. 

Best wishes. 

David Ley and all of the 
Staff at Haversham Vil-
lage School 

 

Swansway Self Storage Containers 

For information, contact Rachel 07710 603417 

 20ft containers available to hire in Haversham 

  High security locks, well-lit area with CCTV 

https://npaedms.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/PublicAccess_Corplive/SearchResult/RunThirdPartySearch?FileSystemId=DC&FOLDER1_REF=21/02533/OUTEIS
https://npaedms.miltonkeynes.gov.uk/PublicAccess_Corplive/SearchResult/RunThirdPartySearch?FileSystemId=DC&FOLDER1_REF=21/02533/OUTEIS
mailto:Paul.keen@milton-keynes.gov.uk
mailto:Paul.keen@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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Haversham 
Village 
School 

We have had a very busy 
start to the half term and 
the children have re-
turned to a full timetable 
of both learning and extra
-curricular activities. Since 
the last parish magazine, 
schools have been issued 
with updated advice and 
are now working under 
guidance to limit visitors 
on site again. 

As a school we have con-
tinued to prioritise the 
children’s experiences as 
these really benefit the 
children’s mental wellbe-
ing and academic pro-
gress. 

The staff and children are 
extremely grateful to Mr 
and Mrs Dunn for bringing 
a tractor down to the 
school before the half 
term break. The children 
really enjoyed learning 
about the farm, how the 
machinery worked and 
most of all enjoyed watch-
ing me using a shovel to 
clear up silage from the 
car park.  

I am very pleased to say 
that year 3 managed to 
attend their planned resi-
dential visit to the 
Caldecotte Experience in 
October. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed their 
trip and had the oppor-
tunity to experience 
many different adven-
turous activities with 
their classmates.  

As a school, we actively 
celebrate diversity. This 
half term, the children 
have been encouraged to 
think about, Black History 
Month, Diwali and Re-
membrance Day with 
each class producing 
some lovely pieces of 
work around each topic.  

The children have also 
been encouraged to think 
about those less fortu-
nate than themselves 
and, as part of our Har-
vest celebrations, we 
asked families to make 
donations to the food 
bank. The student council 
were invited to deliver 
the donations to the food 
bank and were treated to 
a tour. It was a very 
proud moment to see the 
children helping to sort 
the donations. I would 
like to thank all of our 
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Feel free to bring your own drinks and snacks. 

Seasonal refreshments will be available  
in the interval. 

Registered charity number 300276 

Bring all the family and win some 
festive fare and gifts! 

~ Raffle ~ 

Saturday, 11th December 

Haversham Social & Community Centre  

Doors open 6.00pm ~ Eyes down at 6.30pm 

Proceeds from the evening will go to the British Heart 
Foundation and the Motor Neurone Disease Association, 

in memory of Pat Brightman and Robert Foster 
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The Parish Council have 
applied to MKC for ten 
trees as part of the 
scheme. If we are suc-
cessful we plan to have 
them planted in the Rec-
reation Ground, The Cres-
cent Green and the Allot-
ments. 

WHAT A WASTE! 

The MKC Household 
Waste Recycling Centres 
still require pre-booking 
online. The Parish Council 
do not support this re-
striction as we believe it 
increases the level of fly 
tipping, especially in rural 
areas. However, it is now 
possible to book on the 
day, which is an improve-
ment.  

Having tried this out just 
a few days ago, the pro-
cess did work well and 
three hours after book-
ing, Mr P and I headed off 
with a car full of card-
board. However, it was 
disappointing to see that 
the Recycling Centre was 
empty – we were the only 
people using it and were 
outnumbered by mem-
bers of staff. I have never 
been on the site previous-
ly and not seen quite a 
few other people busy 

SEEKING A PARISH 
CLERK – AGAIN!! 

We were very disappoint-
ed that our Parish Clerk 
resigned within his proba-
tionary period, having 
realised that he was not 
able to fulfil the duties for 
Haversham-cum-Little 
Linford alongside his oth-
er Parish Clerk role. He 
kindly said that his resig-
nation was made with a 
heavy heart and that we 
had been great to work 
with.  

So, if you or anyone you 
know would like to con-
sider becoming our Parish 
Clerk, please email haver-
sham.ltlinfordclerk@gmai
l.com for more infor-
mation or to organise an 
informal chat about the 
role. The clerk is em-
ployed for 10 hours a 
week, which can be 
worked flexibly, and re-
quires good written and 
financial skills. Training 
for recognised qualifica-
tions will be offered if 
needed. 

DEFIBRILLATOR CAM-
PAIGN 

The Defibrillator team are 
continuing make great 
progress to have three 
defibrillators sited in the 
Parish. Enough money 
has now been raised for 
the three defibrillators to 
be ordered. Still quite a 
bit of red tape for the 
team to navigate to com-
plete the installations, 
but the Parish Council are 
grateful for all the amaz-
ing work they have done 
so far. 

TREES TO COMMEMO-
RATE THE QUEEN’S 
PLATINUM JUBILEE 

Milton Keynes Council 
(MKC) has secured fund-
ing from The Forestry 
Commission’s Local Au-
thorities Treescape Fund 
to plant 400 trees in Mil-
ton Keynes. This is part of 
the tree planting initia-
tive the “Queen’s Green 
Canopy” to mark Her 
Majesty’s Platinum Jubi-
lee. 

Parish Council News  
The View from the Chair 
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hedgehogs or other wild-
life are sheltering inside. 

Look after garden wildlife, 
as winter approaches, by 
providing additional food 
and shelter. Clean bird 
feeders regularly to main-
tain hygiene and put out 
fresh water for birds eve-
ry day during frosty 
weather. 

Collect fallen leaves regu-
larly as leaving them on 
your grass can create 
dead patches, leaving 
them on your gravel or 
hard landscaped areas will 
just encourage weeds 
next season as the leaves 

rot down, and leaving 
them on pathways or 
decked areas can create 
a slippery surface when 
wet. Gather up and bin 
fallen leaves of roses 
affected by black-spot, so 
they don't carry the dis-
ease over to next year. 

Dig in, or spread over 
bare soil, well-rotted ma-
nure or mushroom com-
post to for added nutri-
ents next year. 

So that’s me signing off 
my end of seasonal gar-
dening jobs with a Christ-
mas wish and like nor-
mal, a favourite quote. 

 

‘Anyone who thinks gar-
dening begins in the 
spring and ends in the 
fall is missing the best 
part of the whole year; 
for gardening begins in 
January with a dream.’  
Josephine Nuese 

Jemma English 

mailto:haversham.ltlinfordclerk@gmail.com
mailto:haversham.ltlinfordclerk@gmail.com
mailto:haversham.ltlinfordclerk@gmail.com
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Plant bare-root fruit trees, 
bushes and canes, as long 
as the ground isn't too 
wet. Cordons, fans or es-
palier fruit trees are per-
fect if you have limited 
space. Plant garlic, shal-
lots and onions in free-
draining soil or raised 
beds and cover with 
fleece. Lift and pot up 
chicory roots to force in 
the dark. 

Prune fruit bushes, once 
dormant, making sure 
autumn-fruiting raspber-
ries are pruned to the 
ground. Take hardwood 
cuttings from healthy cur-
rants, blueberries and 
gooseberries. Winter 
prune large fruit trees to 
control their shape, size 
and to increase their 
productivity. Prune grape-
vines, cutting back side-
branches to one or two 
buds from the main stem. 

Cut down and dig up Jeru-
salem artichokes to store 
for winter. Remove yel-
lowed leaves on brassicas, 
so fungal diseases such as 
grey mould and downy 
mildew, don't take hold. 

Tidy up strawberry beds, 
finish clearing old crops 
and debris but only com-

post healthy material. 
Check stored crops for 
signs of rot or deteriora-
tion. Start to plan next 
year's crops and order 
seeds. 

Use your greenhouse, if 
you have one, for its win-
ter-time benefits. Insu-
late the walls and roof 
with bubble wrap. Make 
sure all tender plants are 
safely away from the 
glass. Bring potted herbs, 
such as parsley and 
chives, in to continue 
cropping into winter. 

Propagate perennials, 
including Phlox, Oriental 
Poppies and Verbascum, 
through root cuttings. 
Plant Amaryllis bulbs for 
spectacular flowers in 
about eight weeks. 

Pick faded leaves and 
dead flowers regularly 
from plants overwinter-
ing in the greenhouse. 
Pinch out the tips of au-
tumn-sown sweet peas to 
encourage bushier 
growth. Water protected 
plants frequently, avoid-
ing splashing foliage as it 
will dry slowly in cool 
weather and fungal dis-
eases may set in. 

Clear out faded tomato 
and cucumber plants from 
the greenhouse. Scrub 
down greenhouse staging, 
glazing, the framework, 
empty pots and trays with 
disinfectant ready for 
spring. Check overwinter-
ing plants in the green-
house for pests and treat 
if necessary. Monitor 
greenhouse temperatures 
with a max-min thermom-
eter to ensure heaters are 
working efficiently. 

There are always the gen-
eral garden maintenance 
jobs to complete too. 
Continue to mow the 
lawn in mild spells, if the 
grass is still growing, but 
raise the height of the 
blades. 

Cover over any garden 
furniture being left out 
over winter. Wrap insu-
lating foam around out-
door taps and pipes. Bring 
all watering equipment in 
to somewhere frost free, 
including hoses and sprin-
klers, so they don't freeze 
and split. Check tree ties 
and stakes are firm 
enough to stand up to any 
winter storms. Check bon-
fires carefully before 
lighting to make sure no 
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 YOUR PARISH 
COUNCILLORS 

Chair—Pam Williams 
3 Mill Road   
Tel. 01908 314883  

Ian Burgess 
Frost Cottage, 16 High St 
Tel. 01908 321537 

Barry Clift 
21 Wolverton Rd  
Tel.01908 312365 

Jemma English 
10 Wolverton Road 
Tel. 07952 431390  

Carol Langham 
108 Wolverton Rd  
Tel. 01908 316450  

 

Andy Swannell 
58 Wolverton Road 
Tel. 01908 318513  

Philip Turnbull 
3 Granary Close  
Tel. 01908 314811 

PARISH CLERK 
Email: 
haversham.ltlinfordclerk 
@gmail.com 
 

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

Parish Council meetings 
take place at 7.30pm on 
the third Monday of 
each month except in 
August. The meetings 

are open to the public. 
The next meetings are: 

20th December 

17th January 

Parish Council meeting 
agendas are published 
on the parish notice 
boards the week before 
each meeting. 

Additional news & infor-
mation can also be found 
on the Parish website at 
havershamltlinford.org/  

recycling their cardboard, 
broken electrical items, 
and unwanted bits and 
pieces. So it felt very 
strange to be their only 
“customers” on a Friday 
afternoon. What a waste 
of resources! 

PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

The Parish Council meet in 
person at the Social Cen-
tre at 7.30pm on the third 
Monday of every month 

except August. The first 
10 minutes of the 
meeting are open to con-
tributions from the public 
and the Agendas for the 
meetings are displayed 
on the notice boards 
around the Parish. We 
hope that you will come 
along if you have any-
thing you wish to discuss 
or bring to our attention. 
The next meeting will be 
on Monday 20 Decem-
ber. 

Pam Williams  
Chair—Haversham cum 
Little Linford Parish Coun-
cil 

http://havershamltlinford.org/
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Get gardening!  
Seasonal tips from Jemma 

The shorter Autumn/
Winter days are now well 
and truly upon us and 
temperatures continue to 
drop. The cold, misty and 
soon to be frosty morn-
ings are here. Many of us 
want to stay indoors in 
the warm, but our gar-
dens still need us. So, 
wrap up warm, get a flask 
of tea and give your gar-
dens the love and atten-
tion they need. 

Flowers may now be 
sparse, but there's still a 
select few in season. You 
can plant fragrant winter 
shrubs in pots on the 
doorsteps, like Sarcococca 
and Daphne odora. Now is 
the time to plant bare-
root hedging, roses, trees 
and seasonal plants like 
Mahonias and Hellebores, 
before the weather turns 
cold. 

Lift Dahlia tubers after the 
first frost, clean them off 
and store in a cool, dry, 
frost-proof place. Check 
all stored bulbs and corms 
regularly for any signs of 
rot. 

Clear faded annual climb-
ers from their supports 
and cut down faded per-
ennials. Hard prune over-
grown shrubs, hedges 
and roses once dormant. 

Move containers of al-
pine plants under cover 
to shelter them from win-
ter rain and replenish 
gravel around plants to 
keep the foliage clear of 
damp soil. Move plants in 
pots to a sheltered spot if 
conditions turn very cold, 
as their roots are more 
exposed to the elements. 
Protect tender shrubs 
and climbers that are 
borderline hardy, such as 
Agapanthus, with a thick 
mulch of straw or garden 

compost to protect them 
from falling temperatures. 

Hang bird feeders near 
roses to attract hungry 
birds that will also pick off 
any overwintering pests. 

Now’s the time to get a 
head start in your fruit 
and veg gardens. 

Use cloches to protect 
winter peas, beans and 
salads, but leave the ends 
open as good ventilation 
is vital. Put netting over 
cabbages, kale and other 
hardy brassicas to protect 
them from pigeons. Sup-
port top-heavy Brussels 
Sprouts with canes, and 
pile earth up around the 
stems. Place straw around 
the base of parsnips to 
prevent the soil freezing 
which can make har-
vesting difficult. 
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✓ Virus and spyware removal service

✓ Windows 10 support

✓ Computer and laptop upgrade options and advice

✓ Friendly helpdesk for home users

Contact the IT helpdesk on 01908 218668

For more info visit: www.itsupportline.co.uk

 

FIVE ROOMS TO BROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 

 Enjoy our paintings and prints to enhance your home 

 Choose some vintage glass wares for drinks at yours 

 Perhaps a piece of period furniture for a new lamp, we have 
those too.  

Whatever you're looking for, it's worth a wander through the shop. 
You never know - sometimes people find exactly what they 

were looking for. As always you will be made most welcome. 

Open 6 days a week  

Tuesday to Sunday 11am to 4pm  

19 Market Place, Olney 
Tel: 01234 240003  
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got from the crowd. With 
the help of some dona-
tions, we actually made a 
small profit, which is unu-
sual. It was only £13 but 
every little helps, and it 
made a nice change.  The 
cost of fireworks is eye-
watering but well worth 
it when you see the en-
joyment that was given.  

As usual on these occa-
sions there are a lot of 
people to thank, not only 
the committee, but 
friends and family. First 
of all, the people who 
made soup for us: I 
would like to thank Kim 
Irving, Elizabeth Wickham 
and Bernice Fagan for 
making some very tasty 
soups which went down 
well. They were helped in 
serving soup by Olimpia 
Irving and her friend. I 
would also like to thank 

Slowly we are getting back 
to some form of normali-
ty, and it was very pleas-
ing to be able to hold our 
Firework Display at the 
beginning of November. 
There was some trepida-
tion beforehand, worrying 
about minor details, but 
we need not have wor-
ried; the fireworks were 
dazzling and our new fire 
display organisers, Ben 
Hazell and Jim Wortley, 
did a fine job. Thank you 
to everyone who turned 
up to support us; it makes 
it all worthwhile when 
you do. I know Ben & Jim 

were very pleased with 
the response that they 

Bernice for providing us 
with First Aid support; 
thankfully her skills were 
not needed but grateful 
thanks to her and her 
friend Geraldine who 
were on standby. The 
gates were well manned 
and there were no bottle-
necks; thank-you goes to 
Natalie and family, Har-
vey, Shula and Ken on the 
gates, and to Mark Jarman 
who helped with the car 
parking. Holly Sains sold 
glow sticks which helped 
the fund-raising effort. We 
were sorry not to have the 
burger van there this year 
but, owing to the uncer-
tainty around displays, we 
were too late to book.  
Next year we will make 
sure we book things earli-
er. 

It is not only on the even-
ing itself that help is need-
ed; it is also on the follow-
ing day when the recrea-
tion ground and school 
grounds need to be 
cleared of debris. I must 
admit I was dreading it 
this year as Robert was no 
longer with us to direct 
operations, but I need not 
have worried. Ben & Jim 
cleared the large waste at 
the end of the display and 

Social & 
Community 
Centre News 
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Holly & Andrew Sains, and 
Fiona & Stuart Viney and 
families cleared the area 
on Sunday morning with 
help from Jim. It was a 
real treat not to be need-
ed. 

The following Monday we 
had the AGM which 
should have taken place 
last March; it obviously 
had to be postponed due 
to Covid19 restrictions. 
We had intended to hold 
it in October but had to 
cancel at the last minute 
because we had no elec-
tricity. The main cable had 
come to the end of its life 
and had to be replaced; 
our thanks go to Milton 
Keynes Council who orga-
nized the work and to Pat 
Smith from Leisure Ser-
vices for helping us get it 
sorted. It meant that we 
were unable to have any 
evening meetings or 
groups functioning. We 
had three members of the 
public attend the meeting, 
which was one more than 
last time; it would be 
lovely if more people 
could make time to come. 
The committee is as fol-
lows: - Jackie Brown - 
Chair; Holly Sains - Deputy 
Chair; Natalie Jarman - 

Wednesday, Tai Chi 
group meet on the sec-
ond Saturday in the 
month and a second Tai 
Chi group have random 
bookings, the Jubilee club 
meets on the second 
Wednesday of the month 
and the Parish Council 
meets once a month.   

By the time this magazine 
is published we will have 
held our wreath-making 
workshop; the tickets for 
this have sold well and I 
anticipate that we will 
sell out. The Children’s 
Christmas party is on the 
first Saturday in Decem-
ber, notices have been 
given out about this and 
Holly Sains is taking de-
tails. Father Christmas 
will be there to give out 
presents and there will 
be activities and games. 
Parents are welcome to 
stay with their children if 
they want to do so. 

On the following Satur-
day the 11th we will have 
our annual Christmas 
Family Bingo.  Profits this 
year are to be given to 
the British Heart Founda-
tion and to research into 
Motor Neuron Disease.  
This will be in memory of 

Treasurer; Kim Irving - 
Booking Secretary.  Com-
mittee members - Fiona 
Irving, Louise Reid.  
Group representatives 
Lesley Gilbert – Jubilee 
Club; Barry Clift – Parish 
Council; Shula Jackson – 
St. Mary’s Church. 

Chair pointed out that it 
was time for the com-
mittee to consider having 
a new Chair as she was 
not getting any younger. 
We need a secretary as 
well; it would help im-
measurably to have 
someone who could take 
on that role. Shula has 
helped by taking minutes 
but a new secretary 
would help the Chair do 
her work. Chair thanked 
all the committee mem-
bers for their willingness 
to help whenever possi-
ble.   

Harvey Gilbert proposed 
a vote of thanks to the 
committee for all their 
efforts in keeping the 
Social Centre operating. 

Looking to the future, our 
groups are returning to 
full operation. We have 
yoga on Tuesday eve-
nings, the Mountain 
Rangers every other 
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Telephone: 01234 711797 
Email: info@kimconstruct.co.uk 

Building traditional quali-
ty through craftsmanship. 

From individually designed 
houses to custom built  

factories. 

We have been building lo-
cally for over 30 years. 

We are now open for business  
as usual. 

We look forward to greeting you all. 

We will be observing the 2M social distancing 
guidelines. 

sion of pink and grey; 
look out for stormy grey 
clouds as they roll in; 
watch the light as it 
changes at the end of the 
day. Get outside as much 
as you can, in the garden 
or further afield, there's 
always something to see 
or hear. A Robin, singing 
his rather sad silvery song 
from a vantage point, a 
vee of geese heading to-
wards the lake or the 
‘chack chack’ call of jack-
daws as they fly towards 
their roost for the night. 
Then, when it’s too dark 

outside, enjoy just being 
‘indoors’, warm and 
safe, something for 
which we must be 
thankful. As December 
days pass by we head 
towards the winter sol-
stice on the twenty-
first, the shortest day, 
the day with least hours 
of daylight. The ancients 
knew that this was the 
longest night of the 
year, but they also saw 
it as a turning point 
knowing that the sun 
would return and the 
days would lengthen. It 

was a time for celebra-
tion and looking forward 
towards brighter days. 
Perhaps we should do 
the same. Soon after the 
solstice is Christmas, that 
too a time for celebration 
and we hope that this 
year we will be able to be 
together with loved ones. 
If you celebrate Christ-
mas, or if you don’t, 
whatever your calling, 
there is space in all our 
lives to look forward to 
the return of the sun. 

Gill & Ian Burgess 
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countries, these thrush-
like winter visitors are a 
very welcome sight. Usu-
ally to be seen in loose 
groups, they will plunder 
the hedges for berries, 
hawthorn being a favour-
ite, and will feed on wind-
fall apples and fruit during 
prolonged cold weather. 
When food supplies run 
out in one area the birds 
will move on becoming 
nomadic in their quest for 
food. Fieldfares and Red-
wings can be seen feeding 
on well-grazed grassland 
and farmland searching 
for earthworms and other 
invertebrates, rummaging 
around under leaf litter 
and tussocks for a hapless 
creature which thought 
itself well concealed. An-
other winter visitor sur-
prised us yesterday during 
a late afternoon walk in 
the gathering gloom. 
Walking a footpath across 
a big arable field we were 
a bit startled by a rush of 
wings close by. We could-

n’t make out what had 
whipped past us to make 
the sound but then it 
happened again. We 
stood still and waited and 
sure enough after a few 
minutes the birds, it 
could only be birds, 
rushed past again. Gold-
en Plover; a wading bird 
which in summer has 
beautiful gold streaked 
plumage, hence its name. 
Golden Plover live exclu-
sively on remote and des-
olate upland moors in the 
north of the UK moving 
south in the harsh winter 
months with an influx of 
birds from Iceland and 
parts of mainland Europe 
increasing the winter 
numbers. The group we 
watched were perhaps 
ten or twelve in number, 
possibly new arrivals, and 
seemed to be searching 
for a roosting spot on the 
open field. As the birds 
flew past us swooping 
low over the ground to 
then lift higher as they 

turned, the white under-
wings were very visible 
making them look ethere-
al in the half light. Their 
call is a plaintive thin 
‘peeooo’ sound which can 
be a good identifier when 
you think you might come 
across them on open 
ground. We were so 
pleased to see these win-
ter visitors despite them 
being another harbinger 
of winter. 

As we head all too rapidly 
towards the end of No-
vember, the weather re-
mains unseasonably mild; 
hurrah to that! Today 
there were gnats dancing 
in the air and the sun was 
almost warm making it a 
pleasure to be out. Let us 
not be fooled, however, 
for winter cannot be put 
off. There is bitter cold 
afoot with a forecast of 
snow. Winter asserts it-
self. We must take each 
day as it comes and make 
the best of it. Perhaps we 
forget how we fought our 
way through last winter, a 
miserable Covid-infested 
time of loneliness and 
heartache. Not this win-
ter! There is much to see 
and do. Notice the sky; 
this evening it was a vi-
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NEXT ISSUE 
Our next issue is for  

February / March. 

Copy date will be   

Friday, 21st January 

and the magazine 
should be ready for dis-
tribution on or around  

29th January 

All contributions welcome.  

Please pass them to: 

Lesley Gilbert,  
Woodpecker Cottage,  

Haversham.   
Tel: 01908 310113    

e-mail:  
lesley@harveygilbert.co.uk 

Pat Brightman and Robert 
Foster. We also plan to 
remember Pat with a spe-
cial award for the chil-
dren’s section at the Vil-
lage Show next year. 

I wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a New Year 
that will be brighter than 
last year. Thank you all for 
your help and support 
through, what has been, a 

difficult period for every-
one. 

Jackie Brown 
Chair 
 

 C. P. Locks 
54 Church Street, Wolverton, MK12 5JW 

Tel: 01908 225954 

Your local key cutting and DIY store now has a wide range of 
Christmas decorations for the festive season. 

Do come in and take a look! 

Our opening hours are as follows: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am-4:00pm;   
Saturday 10.00am to 4.00 pm. Closed Wednesday & Sunday 
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We are really pleased to be open again  

for in-house dining  

as well as take-away food. 

Call 01908 315555  

to book a table or to order your take-way 

meal. See our full menu at 

www.antepkitchen.co.uk 

All measures have been taken to  

ensure your safety. 

OPEN DAILY 

Monday, Wednesday—Friday 12:00—11:00pm 

Tuesday, Saturday & Sunday 12:00—10:00pm 

We look forward to welcoming you back. 

1 Stratford Road, Wolverton MK12 5LJ 

Discover the exciting taste of Antep Kitchen, offering the aromatic 

& traditional flavours of Turkey in our intimate & relaxing restau-

rant. With an open kitchen & over 75 years of experience between 

them, our top class Chefs will transport your taste buds to the heart 

of Turkey. All our dishes and authentic breads and desserts are ex-

pertly hand crafted for you.  
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some distance, possibly 
Willen or Tongwell lakes. 
Counting can be difficult 
but, as the birds arrive in 
three or four waves, I can 
be reasonably accurate. 
When they land on the 
lake they quite obviously 
work as a team, some-
what like Pelicans as 
watched on one of the 
African wildlife TV pro-
grammes. Though it is 
amazing to observe, it is 
devastating to the new 
season's fish stocks and 
makes for very unhappy 
anglers both here and 
nationwide. It is thought 
that Cormorants, by rights 
a sea bird, have moved 
inland due to dwindling 
fish stocks out at sea. 
Thirty years ago it was 
rare to see these birds 
inland. When they first 
arrived, they must have 
thought that they had 
arrived at the Cormorant 
equivalent of well-stocked 
take-away! Though a wa-
ter bird, its feathers are 
not particularly water-
proof as it lacks the oil 
glands of most other wa-
terbirds. This limits the 
Cormorant to the number 
of dives it can make be-
fore it becomes water-
logged. The common sight 

of a Cormorant perched 
with outstretched wings 
is actually the bird drying 
off its plumage. This un-
gainly bird is a consum-
mate diver and swimmer; 
with very large, webbed 

feet and a streamlined 
body, it is a very efficient 
fisher such that it has 
become a serious prob-
lem. Any fishing lake or 
water stocked with fish 
can be a magnet to large 
numbers of Cormorants 
which on average eat five 
hundred grammes or 
more of fish a day. Fish 
which are caught but are 
too big for the Cormorant 
to swallow end up dam-
aged or injured many of 
which die from their inju-
ries or disease. 

A bird with far greater 
elegance and refinement 
is the Great White Egret. 
There has been a single-
ton around the lake dur-
ing the winter months for 
several years and now 
there are two! Almost as 

big as the common Grey 
Heron but with longer 
legs and a longer neck, 
the bird was once a rarity 
in the UK but now can be 
seen regularly, particular-
ly in East Anglia and the 
south-east while a few 
pairs manage to breed 
there too. A raft or covert 
of Coots have congregat-
ed on the lake to overwin-
ter, many more than the 
usual residents. A collec-
tion of Coots should really 
be called a ‘squabble’ as 
that is what they seem to 
do best! They’re always 
arguing, scrapping and 
chasing each other about 
and judging by the racket 
they make, a lot of name-
calling too! The coots will 
be there for the winter, 
living together in random 
flurries of agitation as 
they see out the winter 
weather.  

Though we don’t want to 
think about it too much, 
the season is on the turn 
and the natural world is 
hinting that this is so. 
Over the past week we 
have heard the unmis-
takeable chatter of Field-
fares and Redwings. Es-
caping the freezing 
weather of the Nordic 
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It’s a short update from 
the Defibrillator campaign 
team this issue.  

First and foremost, we’re 
pleased to confirm that 
the funds donated by so 
many within the Parish 
has enabled us to order 
three defibrillators includ-
ing lockable cabinets - and 
these will be delivered in 
the next few weeks. 
Thank you to all who have 
contributed so far. We 
have also applied for two 
grants to help us with the 
costs of installation.  

As outlined in our last up-
date, installation of the 
units has turned out to be 
quite complex - requiring 
the involvement of multi-
ple organisations includ-
ing Western Power, BT, 
Milton Keynes Council 
and Council approved 
contractors – all of which 

has resulted in some un-
expected but inevitable 
delays. 

We do hope that by the 
time of the next issue of 
the village magazine we’ll 
have a lot more to up-
date on, with hopefully 
news of the installation 
of at least the first of the 
units. 

If you do have any ques-
tions or suggestions re-
garding the campaign 
please contact Parish 

Update on Haversham & Little Linford  
Defibrillator Campaign 

Councillor, Ian Burgess on 
01908 321537 or Jane 
Dawes on 07790 495296.  
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most black, sent a shiver 
through me. This all took 
just a few seconds then 
the starlings began to 
twitter ceaselessly but in a 
subdued manner as if 
they didn’t want anyone 
to hear! Some rustling 
was to be heard as they 
arranged their roosting 
places for the night. I 
wondered if they actually 
slept during the night? Did 
the reed bed fall silent at 
some point or did a few 
starlings stay alert as 
night-watchmen? One 
evening I stood near the 
smaller reed bed near the 
third hut, I was a bit late 
and the starlings were 
already in their roost. Or 
so I thought. I stood for 
some time listening to the 
twittering until a commo-
tion occurred in the 
depths of the reeds. Sud-
denly a big group of star-
lings jumped up and flew 
off. Seconds later another 
smaller group did the 
same, then another and 
another until the reed bed 
seemed empty of birds. 

What on earth put them 
off? I wondered if it was 
perhaps a mink. By this 
time it was quite dark 
and the starlings would 
not have been keen to 
leave the roost at all. I 
would suspect that the 
starlings attempted to 
get into the big reed bed 
or possibly fly on into the 
wildlife centre across the 
river where there are also 
reed beds. Of course, all 
this is put into reverse as 
dawn breaks and the cold 
light of morning filters 
into the reed bed. By 
some subtle signal and as 
if by magic, the roost of 
starlings leaves in one 
great surge and an al-
mighty rush of wings. Is 
there safety in numbers? 
The starlings hope so for 
the sparrowhawk waits 
for breakfast and will reg-
ularly pick off a straggler. 
We’ve found the picked-
over carcase, or at least 
the breast picked clean, 
so typical of a sparrow-
hawk, leaving the rest for 

a fox, the crows or the 
ubiquitous magpie. 

We’ve noticed a great 
many Cormorants over 
the past month or so 
passing over the lake and 
sometimes dropping in on 
the lake. The Cormorant is 
a large bird with a heavy 
hook tipped bill and dark 
plumage which has a dull 
green sheen, particularly 
in adults. It is a bird of no 
great beauty, in fact it’s 
downright ugly! During 
the summer months there 
have been relatively small  
numbers of  cormorants 
about, typically three or 
four immature birds fish-
ing on the lake and then 
not every day. As we 
moved from summer into 
autumn, when presuma-
bly mature birds have 
fledged this year's brood, 
the numbers began to 
rise. Over the last week or 
so I have counted be-
tween sixty and eighty 
birds! Judging by the 
height at which they fly 
they have come from 
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with the exposed timber 
shredded like ripped mus-
cles. The stricken tree is 
testament to the sheer 
force of the wind that 
day. In swathes across the 
country, damage and cha-
os caused by the wind 
was considerable and sad-
ly many trees were blown 
down or damaged. We do 
seem to experience some 
strange weather at times 
and one thing is for sure; 
we can do absolutely 
nothing about it! 

Down at the lake the 
swan saga continues. In 
the last ‘notes’ there were 
three cygnets left from 
the original five and now 
there are only two. Near 
the outlet pipe we found 
a lot of swan feathers, 
puffs of grey-brown cyg-
net down, so that ac-
counts for one. Many 
creatures had feasted on 
it as there was nothing 
left but the feathers and 
down. What happened to 
the others is a complete 
mystery. The male swan 
still continues his aggres-
sive and dominant behav-
iour but with less vehe-
mence. Small groups of 
swans have arrived on the 
lake from time to time 

and he has tried to see 
them off but with much 
less vigour. In the main 
the other swans ignore 
him or just swim away 
and he gives up. Some 
restless harmony reigns 
at last. ‘Restless harmo-
ny’ is an apt description 
for the huge gathering of 
starlings which can be 
seen in the late afternoon 
over the lake. About four 
o’clock the birds start to 
arrive, usually in loose 
groups of no great num-
ber. On arrival the groups 
instantly join together in 
an ever-increasing mass. 
A collection of starlings is 
called a murmuration and 
in some areas of the 
country, such as the Som-
erset Levels, the mur-
murations can be im-
mense. Over the lake the 
starling numbers are 
smaller but no less im-
pressive. As the light 
fades there is a certain 
urgency about the birds. 
Latecomers arrive in 
dribs and drabs adding to 
the gathering throng. The 
movement of the star-
lings is mesmerising; 
swinging and swerving in 
loops and twists, loose 
and open, suddenly 

changing as one with un-
believable swiftness to 
meld tightly together in 
one impenetrable cloud. 
As the birds twist and 
turn, they present a thick 
dark shape in the increas-
ing gloom. Climbing high-
er, plainly visible against 
the sky, their movements 
are easy to see until as 
one they drop low against 
the tree line to vanish in 
the half-light. The reed 
beds are their aim, safe 
roosting for the night. 
Over the big reed bed on 

the far side of the lake the 
murmuration swirls with 
intent, until some signal, 
known only to them, is 
passed through the 
throng and the birds drop 
into the reeds as if poured 
from a jug. Standing at 
the very edge of the reeds 
one evening hidden from 
view, I was there as the 
birds poured in. The 
sound of a great rush of 
wind and the sight of the 
grey mass of wings, al-
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Human and veterinary care 

Let us help you AND your pets! 

We help all spines no matter whether they’re human or animal. 

Ossio Human and Veterinary Chiropractic 

86 The High St. 

Stony Stratford 

Milton Keynes 

MK11 1AH 

e: hello@ossioclinics.co.uk 

T: 01908 265 222 

Register of Animal Musculoskeletal Practitioners 
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borders, rich pink bushy 
sage, a few Scabious and 
the pure white of Hespe-
ris or Sweet rocket whose 
scent is elusive now in 
the colder air, but still a 
reminder of summer 
days. Trees at this time of 
year take on amazing 
colours, the large flat 
‘hands’ of the conker 
leaves are crisp and rust-
coloured as they sail ra-
ther majestically to the 
ground. Ash leaves just 
seem to turn a wishy 
washy yellow which litter 
the ground like a yellow 
carpet. Best of all are the 
leaves of the Field Maple; 
rich reds and orange, 
gold and russet which 
glow when lit by the sun. 
Just a few weeks ago, we 
had one Sunday morning 
a blast of mad, weird 
weather when the wind 
was like a demented be-
ing. It blew with such fe-
rocity that all manner of 
things were blown about. 
Fences came down, emp-

Nature Notes 

The arrival of November 
brings about a change in 
the season. Sometimes 
the change is subtle, 
sometimes dramatic. Win-
ter, a ruthless pursuer, is 
chasing down autumn 
with unrelenting efficien-
cy but autumn doesn't 
give in easily. Winter, for 
now, is kept at bay with 
spells of warm bright sun-
shine and swirls of russet 
leaves, enough to hinder 
the relentless pursuer. 
Shorter days concentrate 
our need for light when 
any spell of sunshine is 
welcome. Just yesterday, 
the sun shone for most of 
the morning and the day 
was mild. Small clouds of 
midges, so small as to be 
almost imperceptible, 
danced in the sun while it 
lasted. I took my mid-
morning cup of tea out to 
the garden and sat awhile 
in the warmth, somewhat 
sad in the knowledge that 
soon winter will drive me 
indoors. From the garden 
seat I looked about my 
fading garden and across 
the fields and hedges. 
Small spots of resolute 
colour dotted the flower 

ty wheely bins were 
thrown about and it was 
unsafe to go out. From 
the upstairs windows 
through the thrashing 
trees and the near hori-
zontal rain, the lake was 
just visible and could have 
been mistaken for the 
Atlantic in a storm! So 
strong was the wind that 
the waves were tremen-
dous and whipped across 
the surface with such 
force that it was just a 
grey sheet. But oh the 
trees… many still had a 
good canopy of leaf and 
the violent wind and lash-
ing rain took their toll. 
Many were stripped al-
most bare of leaves while 
others were ripped apart 
with branches torn off 
and blown many metres 
across the ground. A big 
willow tree on the 
lakeside which must have 
been right in the path of 
the wind was torn in two 
and blown over. The trunk 
is skewed and severed 


