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Human and veterinary care 

Let us help you AND your pets! 

We help all spines no matter whether they’re human or animal. 

Ossio Human and Veterinary Chiropractic 

86 The High St. 

Stony Stratford 

Milton Keynes 

MK11 1AH 

e: hello@ossioclinics.co.uk 

T: 01908 265 222 

Register of Animal Musculoskeletal Practitioners 

 

Haversham & Little Linford 

Magazine 

 

February / March 23 Issue 169 

Orla and Libby, 
mother and daugh-
ter, the Pets of Ther-
apy (PAT) dogs, one 
or both of which will 
be at St Mary’s 
church service each 
Sunday to greet you. 
Find out more about 
this friendly pair on 
pp 37-38. 
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Local Organisation Contacts Telephone 

Magazine Editor: Lesley Gilbert 
Advertising: Harvey Gilbert 

01908 310113 
01908 310113 

Parish Council Chair: Pam Williams 
Clerk: Maria Manthorpe 

01908 314883  

Social Centre Chair: Jackie Brown 
Bookings Secretary: Kim Irving 
Alt: Fiona Viney 

01908 313388 
01908 989668 
07971 654241  

Lamp Group of Churches Rev Adrian Low 07883 717642  

Haversham Village School Headteacher: David Ley 01908 312673 

Haversham Jubilee Club Lesley Gilbert 01908 310113 

Haversham Sailing Club commodore@havershamsc.org  

Local Services   

Water Emergency/Enquiries 03457 145 145 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Electricity Emergency 0800 6783 105 

Police 
 

Emergency 
For non-urgent messages 

999 
101 

Milton Keynes Council Main Number 01908 691691 

National Rail Train enquiries 03457 48 49 50  

Traveline All public transport advice 0871 200 22 33 

Citizens Advice Bureau CMK 0808 278 7991 

RSPCA Emergency/Enquiries 0300 1234 999 

Environment Agency Emergency 03078 506 506 

The Last Resort 

ADVERTISING RATES PER ISSUE 

 Full page £25.00 1/2 page £15.00 1/4 page £12.00 1/8 page £9.00 

For regular advertisers, 6 issues for the price of 5. 

Please contact Harvey Gilbert on 01908 310113 / email: harvey@harveygilbert.co.uk 
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week. Orla and Libby are 
mother and daughter and 
come from Guide Dog 
stock. Both have been 
assessed by both Guide 
Dogs and the Vet to make 
sure they are suitable and 
safe for their role. They 
greet people when they 
come and are available 
for cuddles, confidence, 
emotional support and 
gentle reassurance. Don't 
worry if dogs are not your 
favourite; just tell Fi who 
is in charge of them and 
she will keep them back. 
They are very popular 
with people who attend 
the church and have also 
been asked to visit some 
members in their houses. 
Please come along on a 
Sunday to meet one or 
both of them. As you can 
see from the front cover 
they are very photogenic! 

On Sunday 29 January 
there will be a joint Can-
dlemas Service at St 
Mary's to mark the end of 
the Church Christmas pe-
riod before moving to-
wards Lent. This will be 
marked by an Ash 
Wednesday Service on 22 
February at 7.30pm, with 
Mothering Sunday coming 
up on 19 March so no ex-

cuse not to buy your 
gifts. 

Whatever New Year reso-
lution you may have 
made (or broken) let's all 
resolve to be more loving 
and accepting of one an-
other -  just as Jesus was. 
Happy New Year! 

Jan Bell 

NEWS FROM  
ST PETER'S,  
TYRINGHAM 

Our Carol Service was 
very well attended, and it 
was lovely to see so 
many children in the con-
gregation. There was 
great “audience” partici-
pation with solos for the 
We Three Kings and 
much swaying in the 
pews to the singing of 
Mary’s Boy Child. Adrian 
gave an interesting 
potted history of the 
origin of the carols cho-
sen for the service. 

Among our congregation 
on Christmas morning 
were some visitors from 
Cumbria who were much 
amused by the appear-
ance of Colin? 

We have several people 
to thank for making 
Christmas special: Alban 

Hill Nurseries for the mag-
nificent Christmas tree, 
the member of the con-
gregation who spent time 
decorating it and to every-
one who made the church 
look so festive, some on a 
very cold morning when 
the temperature was as 
cold in church as it was 
outside; to the men who 
bought and installed the 
LED floodlights and the 
resident who paid for the 
extra electrical cost of the 
floodlighting. 

It is not our turn to have 
an Easter morning service. 
Our services leading up to 
Easter will be 

Mothering Sunday, 19th 
March 9.30 am.        
Palm Sunday, 2nd April    
9.30 am. Morning Prayer   
Good Friday, 7th April 
11.00 am. Litany. 

Our project for 2023 is a 
composting toilet. The 
total cost for the toilet 
and installation is £12,000 
- a big challenge for such a 
small community. Do 
please support any fund-
raising events we may 
hold this year.  

Marion Hansford 
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Opinions expressed 
by authors, and ser-
vices offered by ad-

vertisers, are not 
specifically en-

dorsed by the Edi-
tor or by Haver-

sham and Little Lin-
ford Parish Council. 

Editorial  pany of other local peo-
ple. 

As Spring approaches, 
and people venture forth 
from the darker days of 
winter, activity around 
the parish steps up. A 
regular feature of the 
calendar is the Curry & 
Quiz Night at the Social 
Centre on 4th March. Do 
get your friends together 
to form a team and come 
along for a fun evening to 
suit everyone. With the 
cost of living affecting 
everyone, including the 
Social Centre, the success 
of their fund-raising ac-
tivities is vital to pay the 
regular bills. 

The Social Centre AGM is 
on 13th March (see en-
closed report); do come 

Happy New Year! Already 
time seems to be passing 
by very quickly but it is 
lovely to see the mornings 
and evenings drawing out 
once more. Only two 
months until the clocks go 
forward on 26th March! 

The recent chilly days 
after so much rain seem 
to have provided a myriad 
of beautiful countryside 
scenes, with floods turned 
to ice rinks and hoar frost 
glistening on the trees 
and hedgerows. Hopefully 
you will have thought to 
join others in the parish 
for a Warm Winter Mon-
day over lunch at the Old 
Forge—a great way to 
save a little on the heating 
bills and  enjoy the com-

to that too. Your support 
is very much needed. 

Then, as Easter approach-
es and on the eve of 
Spring, there is the popu-
lar Easter Bingo at the 
Social Centre on 25th 
March: and on 31st 
March, Friends of Haver-
sham School are holding a 
Spring Coffee Afternoon in 
the school hall; do pop 
along and join them for a 
cuppa and some cake. 

In no time at all, all the 
beautiful spring bulbs will 
be poking through the soil 
and bursting into bloom 
to gladden our hearts. So 
much to look forward to! 

Lesley Gilbert 

NEXT ISSUE OF MAGAZINE 

Our next issue is for April/May 2023.  

Copy date will be Friday, 24th March 

and the magazine should be ready for distribution on 
or around 1st April. 

All contributions welcome.  

Please pass them to: 

Lesley Gilbert, Woodpecker Cottage, Haversham.   
Tel: 01908 310113    

e-mail: lesley@harveygilbert.co.uk 
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Local News 

UPDATE ON 
LITTER 
PICKING 

Our hardy 
band of parish litter pick-
ers continue to be out and 
about on our roads and 
lanes through rain, hail 
and shine. I have 18 
names on my list; but 
often people are doing 
other things or suffering 
from colds etc; so usually 
there are about 10 or 12 
on any one Saturday 
morning. Our next session 
is due on Saturday 11 Feb-
ruary. If you would like to 
help, please contact me 
by email 
(pturnbullmk@gmail.com) 
or by phone/text (07710 
423032). 

This month we were 
helped by a new volun-
teer Ethan Clifford (see 
photo) who undertook his 
first of several sessions of 
litter picking for his Duke 
of Edinburgh award. He 
covered the stretch from 
the corner of Mill Road to 
Broadacre; and will aim to 
hit the other litter 
hotspots over the next 
few weeks.  As Ethan is 

under 18, he was super-
vised by a responsible 
adult (his Dad) as re-
quired by our Health and 
Safety requirements for 
Parish Volunteers. 

As always, many thanks 
go to Great Linford Parish 
Council (GLPC), from 

whom I borrow the equip-
ment.   

MK City Council, who orig-
inally purchased the 
equipment we borrow, 
have now donated 15 sets 
of litter pickers and vests 
to our Parish. I hope, 
therefore, that we will not 
need to rely on GLPC after 
February. My thanks to 
them for this help and 
also for reliably collecting 
15 to 20 bags of rubbish 
and some bulky items 
from my house, during 
the week following every 
litter pick. 

Philip Turnbull 
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News from the Pews 

MEMOS FROM ST 
MARY’S 
It's official! January is, on 
average, the coldest 
month of the year in the 
Northern hemisphere! It 
is named after Janus, the 
Roman god of beginnings 
and transitions: is this 
where our New Year reso-
lutions come from? 

Before looking ahead to 
2023, let's look back to 
our Christmas activities in 
2022. 

St Mary’s Christmas Tree 
Festival raised £291.23, 
for Willen hospice. Thank 
you to everyone who 
helped with the arrange-
ments. This is additional 
to the £306.87 from the St 
Leonard’s carol service 
also donated to Willen 
Hospice. 

Haversham Carol singing 
realised £74.64 also for 
Willen Hospice plus 
£74.64 to MK Storehouse! 
In case you have not 
heard of this charity, we 
have details below: 

MK Storehouse was setup 
by the Grand Union Vine-
yard Church in Milton 

Keynes, supported by 
funding from MK Com-
munity Foundation. To-
day in Milton Keynes, 1 in 
4 children are living be-
low the poverty line and 
in some areas, this climbs 
to 40%! Poverty is wide-
spread affecting every-
thing from physical, emo-
tional and mental health 
as many people struggle 
to pay for essentials. MK 
Storehouse aims to en-
sure that any person 
struggling financially in 
Milton Keynes is given 
good, free, quality cloth-
ing. Donations often in-
clude household items, 
like bedding, towels, 
kitchenalia, books, games 
etc. But, it’s more than 
just clothes. MK Store-
house offers a friendly 
ear or someone to talk 
to, in a safe and warm 
environment. Help can 
also be given with other 
issues like debt or addic-
tion. Donated clothing is 
provided for adults and 
for children of school age 
upwards free of charge to 
families and individuals 
who are struggling finan-
cially and have been re-

ferred. Afghan and 
Ukrainian refugee fami-
lies are also supported. 

New for 2023 - Warm 
spaces and opportunities 
to socialise 

Haversham Parish Coun-
cil have asked St Mary’s 
to provide a place of 
warmth and a meal for all
-comers in Haversham. 
Ian and Julia Cheetham 
have very kindly agreed 
to open their home (The 
Old Forge, next to the 
Greyhound Pub) on Mon-
days from coffee time to 
later in the afternoon, A 
soup and cheese lunch 
funded by the council will 
be provided and all are 
invited. We hope to pro-
vide transport from New 
Haversham for anyone 
who would like to come 
and keep warm. Many 
thanks to Ian and Julia for 
their kind offer of a warm 
place to be. 

Pets of Therapy Dogs: St 
Mary's Church has re-
cently become one of a 
handful of churches in 
the country to acquire 
two registered pets of 
therapy dogs (PAT). At 
least one of the dogs 
attends Church each 

mailto:pturnbullmk@gmail.com
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A Message from Adrian Low 

The Church of England 
has a unique place in Eng-
land. Bishops sit in the 
House of Lords offering a 
moral compass to legisla-
tion. Senior church figures 
led the funeral of the late 
Queen. King Charles III 
will be anointed king by 
the bishops, as defender 
of faith. And maybe faith 
needs defending in the 
growing secularism 
around us. 

Everybody in the UK is in 
a parish and has a call on 
the Church of England 
priest, for pastoral care, 
baptisms, weddings and 
funerals. All, whatever 
their own religion, have 
that right, enshrined in 
law. 

Each church collects mon-
ey from its congregation 
to maintain the building 
and pay the priest. But it 
also relies on many to 
look after the building 
and grounds - thank you if 
you are one of those. I 
might secretly wish for 
modern churches with 
excellent insulation, triple 
glazing and soft seats but, 
hey, that is not the legacy 

of the Church of England. 
Repairs to the roof at 
home might cost £1,000. 
A similar repair to a grade 
1 11th century roof is a 
very specialised project 
and can easily cost ten 
times that. Congregations 
and local donations pay 
for it. And thank you a 
million times over if you 
are one of those donors - 
usually there is no other 
official help from outside. 

Closing old churches is 
rarely an option. Consul-
tations show that most 
parishes want to keep 
their church as a church, 
not a restaurant, dwell-
ing, cinema or village hall. 
And, closed or not, the 
parish still needs to have 
pastoral cover, the build-
ing still needs insurance 
and maintenance, holes 
in roof still need mending 
by someone. 

So a real plea. If you love 
seeing the ancient and 
wonderful building every 
time you pass it, if you 
hope to have a plot in the 
churchyard one day, if 
you want your parish 
priest to go into schools, 

run carol services, con-
duct remembrance and 
hold a candle at midnight 
mass, then please support 
your church. Join those 
who keep the place clean 
and the churchyard tidy, 
grass mown and gutters 
empty. Or, if you are able, 
set up a regular donation 
(information on 
www.thelampchurches.co
m).   

Become a church friend 
so that we can keep the 
building, the people, and, 
most of all, what the 
world needs: the Christian 
message of love and rec-
onciliation, alive in your 
neck of the woods. 

Best wishes 

Adrian Low 
Church of England priest 
for Emberton, Tyringham 
and Fil-
grave, 
Little 
Linford 
and 
Haver-
sham 

Phone: 
07883 717642 
www.thelampchurches.com  
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Spring Coffee Afternoon 
- Friday 31 March – 2:30-
4:00pm 

Join us for a cuppa and 
cake at our spring coffee 
afternoon, we would love 
to see you there! 
 

THANKS FOR SUP-
PORTING THE FUND-
RAISING CHRISTMAS 
EVENTS IN THE PARISH 

St Mary’s Christmas Tree 
Festival raised £291.23, 
for Willen Hospice. Thank 
you to everyone who 
helped with the arrange-
ments.  

A great deal of invention 
went into decorating the  
trees as can be seen from 
the contributions of 
Haversham Village School 
and the High Street Book 
Club. Well done, every-
one.  

FRIENDS OF HAVER-
SHAM SCHOOL 

The Friends of Haversham 
Village School (FOHS) 
have been busy organising 
events to fundraise for 
the school. We would love 
to welcome the village 
community to our upcom-
ing events: 

Bagx2School 
- Thursday 
23 March - 
8:00-8:30am 

Bag2School 
is a company that special-
ises in the reuse and recy-
cling of good quality sec-
ond-hand clothing.  Bags 
are weighed and the 
school is paid for the total 
weight collected. 

Collecting: 

Men’s, ladies’ & children’s 
clothing, paired shoes, 
handbags, belts and ac-
cessories. 

(No uniform, workwear, 
pillows, duvets or pieces 
of fabric please) 

Collection: please bring 
your bags to the Social 
Centre Entrance at the 
side of the school hall. 

 

This is additional to the 
£306.87 from the St 
Leonard’s carol service 
also donated to Willen 
Hospice. 

Carols on the Green in 
Haversham realised 
£74.64 also for Willen 
Hospice plus £74.64 to 
MK Storehouse.  

 

 

 

Volunteers from St 
Mary’s at MK Store-

house—for more infor-
mation see p.37. 

http://www.thelampchurches.com
http://www.thelampchurches.com
http://www.thelampchurches.com
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a raffle to which members 
contribute the prizes.  

Lesley Gilbert 
 

NEIGH-
BOURHOOD 
WATCH 

Yet again our 
local PCSO, Dave Huckle, 
is alerting us to the in-
crease of theft of catalytic 
converters from cars and 
urging us to take addition-
al security measures. Cars 
particularly targeted re-
cently have been Honda 
Jazz, Honda Civic, Honda 

cakes, but where we also 
have presentations from 
a wide range of speakers, 
the occasional outing or 
lunch out and sometimes 
a bit of entertainment. 
We always welcome new 
members, so if you fancy 
coming along and giving 
us a go, you will be made 
to feel very welcome.  

We usually meet on the 
second Wednesday of 
the month in the Social 
Centre. Subs are £2 per 
person, and we also have 

 

Craft activities centred around a story of 
Jesus. Then a story, song and prayer. 
All followed by a bring and share lunch 

with plenty for all, even if you don’t bring 
anything. 

Saturday 25th February 
& 

Saturday 25th March 

11:00-12:30 

Haversham Social & 
Community Centre 

FREE - ALL INVITED 

COLIN the puppet will be there! 

Lots of fun, meet your friends,  
free refreshments throughout! 

JUBILEE CLUB 

Our Christmas meeting 
was an early bird Christ-
mas tea on the last day of 
November with goodies 
galore and presents too. 

In January, I did a short 
slide show of our cruise in 
December to the far north 
of Norway, a land of snow 
and ice, trolls and the 
Sami people, and proved 
that it is not perpetually 
dark above the Arctic Cir-
cle in December. For 
about 5 hours a day, ex-
cept in the worst weather, 
there is twilight enhanced 
by the snow on the 
ground and the twinkling 
lights of everyone’s 
homes! 

Next meetings: 

Wednesday, 8th Febru-
ary—Harold Lowndes will 
be recounting his life jour-
ney and what led him to 
become a curate at St 
Mary’s. 

Wednesday, 8th March— 
still to be confirmed. 

The Jubilee Club provides 
an afternoon meeting 
place for older residents 
where they can enjoy one 
another’s company over a 
cup of tea and homemade 
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Lamp Group Church Services 

29th January 11:00 am LAMP Group United  
Candlemas Service 

Haversham 

5th February 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Something Else on Sunday 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Little Linford 

12th February 9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Worship 
Holy Communion / Children’s 
Church 

Little Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

19th February 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

22nd February 
Ash Wednesday 

7:30 pm Holy Communion Haversham 

26th February 
 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Parish Praise / Church Café 

Little Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

5th March 9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Something Else on Sunday 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Little Linford 

12th March 9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Worship 
Holy Communion / Children’s 
Church 

Little Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 

19th March 
Mothering  
Sunday 

9:30 am 
11:00 am 

6:00 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 
Evensong 

Tyringham 
Haversham 
Emberton 

26th March 9:30 am 
11:00 am 
11:00 am 

Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
Parish Praise / Café Church 

Little Linford 
Haversham 
Emberton 



Page 34  

 

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS 

Check out the LAMP group website at http://thelampchurches.com or our Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/stmaryhaversham where you can lots of other 
details about our worship. 
 

HAVERSHAM MORNING WORSHIP 

After each 11 o'clock service, members of the congregation are invited to stay for 
refreshments. 

BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES, FUNERALS and PASTORAL 
NEEDS 

For information about Christenings, weddings, funerals or 
if you would like a visit for any reason, please contact:  
Rev. Adrian Low, The Rectory, High Street, Haversham, Mil-
ton Keynes, MK19 7DT. Telephone 07883 717642 or email:  
rev.adrian.low@gmail.com. 
 

ST MARY’S CHURCH BEREAVEMENT GROUP 

Please contact Fi Jones on 07946 616218 or by email at  
fipwmum@gmail.com. 

The Parishes of Haversham with Little 
Linford and Tyringham with Filgrave 

Priest for the LAMP group of churches 

Revd. Adrian Low 07883 717642  rev.adrian.low@gmail.com  

Churchwardens for St Mary’s Haversham & St Leonard’s Little Linford 

Joe Geary  01908 510289  joegeary100@gmail.com  
Fi Jones  07946 615218 fipwmum@gmail.com  

Churchwarden for Tyringham with Filgrave 

Marion Hansford 01234 711566 mariford@btinternet.com  
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Ticket includes chicken or vegetable/vegan curry, 
rice, poppadoms & raita. 

Bring your own drinks. 

TICKETS £12  
(£4, if no food required) 

in advance only from 

Jackie Brown, 39 The Crescent  Tel: 01908 313388 

Louise Reid, 32 The Crescent  Tel: 07974 059163 

no later than 24th February 

Teams of 4-8 

Bonus round £1 per person—Prize 75% of pot 

Haversham Social & Community Centre 

Saturday, 4th March  

Doors open 6:30pm, Quiz starts at 7.00pm 

A fun quiz suitable for all ages and expertise 

 

Haversham Social & Community Centre 

Registered charity no. 300276 

http://www.facebook.com/stmaryshaversham
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CRV, Toyota Prius, Toyota 
Auris and Lexus RX400. 

In many cases, offenders 
use car jacks to lift the 
vehicle and are able to 
remove the catalytic con-
verter in a matter of 
minutes.  

The following advice is 
provided for all vehicle 
owners. 

Defensive Parking – 
Where possible park in 
your garage. If not try to 
park next to a high curb or 
other area that restricts 
access underneath your 
vehicle on the side where 
the exhaust is fitted. If 
possible, park in a well lit 
area or consider security 
lighting. When parking in 
a car park avoid parking at 
the end of a row if possi-
ble to make access more 
difficult for offenders. 
CCTV – Consider installing 
a CCTV system to cover 
your vehicle as a deter-
rent. 
Welded Bolts - If your 
catalytic converter is a 
“bolt on” it is possible to 
have the bolts welded 
shut. 
Catalytic Converter Pro-
tective Sleeves/clamps – 
Consider fitting a special-
ist protective cover or 

 tification mark). Each 
mark contains a seven-
digit code and a 24 hour 
telephone number for the 
International Security 
Register who store the 
code against vehicle de-
tails. A catalytic marking 
kit can be ordered from 
the following secure link: 
www.retainagroup.com 
or by phoning 01233 
333000. 

Always remember - To 
report a crime in progress, 
call 999. To contact the 
police on the non-
emergency line, call 101. 
As an alternative to phon-
ing 101, you can  report 
non-emergency crimes on 
our website at 
www.thamesvalley.police.
uk/ro/report/  
 

clamp to your vehicle to 
make life more difficult 
for an offender. Contact 
your vehicle dealership 
for options. 

Alarm System – Consider 
fitting a specific catalytic 
converter alarm to warn 
of any tamper attempts. 
Some alarms can send a 
text message to your 
phone and activate a si-
ren and flashing lights. If 
possible, choose a 
Thatcham approved 
product 
www.thatcham.org some 
alarms can also provide 
lift and tilt detection that 
offer effective protection. 
Identify/etch your con-
verter - Consider perma-
nently marking your cata-
lytic converter to make it 
less desirable for crimi-
nals to steal and sell on. 
The RetainaGroup offer a 
kit consisting of a virtual-
ly indestructible sticker, 
metal marking fluid and a 
window sticker (to warn 
thieves that the catalytic 
converter carries an iden-

Page 33  

 

ricular gymnastics, bad-
minton and football ses-
sions. Miss Kirby is contin-
uing to increase the fre-
quency of these events 
and it has been fantastic 
to see the enthusiasm and 
uptake from the children. 

Our school choir attended 
the O2 arena in London to 
perform as part of the 
Young Voices Choir in Jan-
uary. Young Voices is the 
largest gathering of school 
choirs in the world and 
the children from Haver-
sham Village School expe-
rienced the thrill of sing-
ing in a choir with just 
over 9000 other children. 
As you can probably imag-

ine, the children had lots 
of fun and returned to 
school the next day with 
an exciting story to share 
with their peers. 

Our upper key stage 2 
children have been learn-
ing about road safety and 
were able to complete 
their Bikeability certifi-
cates. The children 
worked with the Bikea-
bility instructors to learn 
about the Highway Code, 
general bicycle mainte-
nance and riding safely 
on public roads, all of 
which are valuable skills 
to ensure they remain 
safe as they transition 
into secondary school. 

Finally, I will conclude my 
update with an open invi-
tation to the community 
to join our next Friends 
of Haversham Easter 
coffee afternoon. This 
will be held in the school 
hall Friday 31st March 
from 2.30pm onwards. 
There will be delicious 
treats and warm drinks 
available to purchase. 
Please keep an eye on 
our schools twitter page 
for more information 
nearer the time and we 
look forward to seeing 
you.  

Best Wishes  

Mr David Ley and all the 
staff of Haversham Vil-
lage School 

http://www.retainagroup.com
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
https://www.thamesvalley.police.uk/ro/report/
http://www.thatcham.org
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in early November. Since 
the school was last in-
spected there have been 
two major changes to the 
inspection framework. I 
am pleased to confirm 
that the school received a 
solid good in all areas un-
der the new criteria. As a 
school, we are delighted 
with the outcome and 
very proud of all that was 
celebrated by Ofsted. I 
believe the report reflects 
our strengths as a school, 
the dedication of the staff 
team and the efforts of 
our wonderful pupils. The 
report is now available on 
the Ofsted website. 

The children have contin-
ued to have fantastic 
learning opportunities 
and experiences, which 
extend beyond the class-
room. Miss Kirby, the 
school’s PE leader, has 
worked tirelessly to devel-
op the school’s sport 
offering and has encour-
aged the children to par-
ticipate in numerous ex-
tracurricular fixtures and 
festivals against other lo-
cal schools. Since my last 
entry, our children have 
had the opportunity to 
compete against other 
local schools in extracur-

Haversham 
Village 
School 

I will start by wishing eve-
ryone a Happy New Year 
but I realise that by the 
time this is printed and 
received it may seem very 
belated. I hope everybody 
managed to have an en-
joyable, restriction free, 
Christmas with loved 
ones.   

I am pleased to say that 
our school Christmas cele-
brations returned to nor-
mal this academic year. 
We were able to welcome 
parents into school to 
watch the children per-
form. Our foundation 
stage children performed 
a Nativity play based on 
the Jolly Postman by Allan 
Ahlberg. Our year one and 
two pupils performed a 
classic nativity play and 
our key stage 2 children 
performed their own ver-
sion of Top of the Pops 
focusing on Christmas 
number ones over the last 
60 years. The children, 
staff and parents had a 
thoroughly enjoyable time 
and it really highlighted 

the importance of the 
experiences children, 
parents and families have 
missed over the last two 
years. 

The student council thor-
oughly enjoyed the 
Christmas tree competi-
tion at the church this 
year. Each class in school 
is named after an animal 
and the children fash-
ioned baubles to repre-
sent their class animal. 
Then our council were 
delighted to take on the 
responsibility of deco-
rating the tree in the 
church and we are hope-
ful that we will be able to 
partake in this event next 
year. 

Since my last newsletter, 
I can now officially inform 
you that, following a 
twelve year interval, the 
school received its long 
awaited Ofsted inspec-
tion. The inspection was 
completed over two days 
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Telephone: 01234 711797 
Email: info@kimconstruct.co.uk 

Building traditional quali-
ty through craftsmanship. 

From individually designed 
houses to custom built  

factories. 

We have been building lo-
cally for over 30 years. 

 

Open Tuesday to Sunday 11 to 4pm 

19 Market Place, Olney   Tel: 01234 240003  

Come along and pay a visit to Olney this year. The town is celebrating 250 years 
since Cowper wrote one of the most famous Hymns of the Christian world: 
“Amazing Grace”. 

Also this year happens to be our 20th year of trading in Olney, and each month we 
will have a promotion to tempt you in. 
So come along for a few hours in our lovely town, have a 
coffee or lunch. Pay a visit to the wonderful museum, and of 
course come and see us. In these trying times its always 
good to shop local and keep our independent businesses go-
ing. In the shop we offer a full range of Antique items and 
some contemporary things too, we have five rooms for you 
to look through at your leisure. 
Whether you are looking for a small table, chairs, pictures, mirrors, glassware or a 
gift for someone you will find our prices very reasonable, we can also offer deliv-
ery to your home if necessary.  
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WHY NOT BE A PARISH 
COUNCILLOR? 

On 4th May 2023 there 
will be a Parish Council 
election. Would you con-
sider standing? 

At least one of the cur-
rent Parish Councillors 
does not intend to stand 
for a further term, so if 
you have ever considered 
helping to keep our lovely 
parish running, now 
would be a great time to 
get on board. 

The work of the Parish 
Council often goes unno-
ticed, but it is a vital part 
of local democracy and 
needs people like YOU to 
volunteer their time to do 
something positive for 
the community. 

Please contact the parish 
clerk on the email below 
if you would like more 
information, or contact 
one of the current coun-
cillors for an information 
discussion. You have to 
put yourself forward for 
election by 4th April.  

LORRIES 

We are aware that many 
in the parish are con-
cerned about the number 
of lorries travelling 

In this first article of 2023 
may I wish everyone a 
Happy New Year. I hope 
you had a joyful Christ-
mas and were able to see 
friends and loved ones. 
 

2023/24 PRECEPT 

At the January meeting, 
your Parish councillors 
agreed the Parish budget 
for April 2023 to March 
2024. The gap estimated 
between what we need to 
spend and any income 
received (such as maga-
zine advertising revenue 
and allotment rents) is 
covered by a precept, an 
amount which the local 
authority collect on our 
behalf as part of overall 
Council Tax. 

The budget agreed covers 
expenditure the Parish 
Council anticipates for 
2023/24, including: 

• Upkeep of the Allot-
ments, Recreation 
Ground and Crescent 
Green, including grass 
cutting, water bills, play 
equipment and signage 

• Publication of the Par-
ish Magazine 

• Supply and emptying of 
dog poo bins 

• Website 
• Insurance 
• Salary and expenses of 

part-time Parish Clerk 

Although the Parish pre-
cept is a small proportion 
of your overall Council 
Tax bill, the parish council 
were extremely mindful 
of the impact of the cur-
rent cost of living crisis. 
We therefore agreed an 
increase of just under 5%, 
despite an expectation 
that some of our costs 
could be higher.   

As detailed in the last 
magazine, we decided to 
not continue with the 
plan of taking over land-
scaping in the Parish 
from Milton Keynes City 
Council (MKCC) due to 
the significant increase 
that would have required 
to our budget for the 
next three years. As a 
result, landscaping ser-
vices will remain the re-
sponsibility of MKCC. 

 

Parish Council News  
The View from the Chair 
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snails huddled in empty 
pots and hidden corners, 
to reduce populations. 
Make or buy a cold frame 
to use when hardening off 
young plants in spring. 

It may be rather cold right 
now, but as temperatures 
rise, and even earlier if 
you have a heated green-
house or space on a win-
dowsill, you can start sow-
ing some seeds. Sow 
sweet peas in deep pots 
and summer bedding and 
tender annuals, including 
cosmos, lobelia, dahlias, 
nasturtiums and snap-
dragons on trays. Sow a 
selection of vibrant annu-
al climbers, such as Span-
ish flag and black-eyed 
Susan. Sow tender vegeta-
bles such as tomatoes and 
chillies in a heated propa-
gator or on a sunny win-
dowsill. 

Pot on and pinch out au-
tumn-sown sweet peas to 
encourage side shoots to 
form. Pot up overwinter-
ing cannas or fuchsia into 
fresh compost, water in, 
then place in a warm spot 
to spur them into growth, 
slowly starting to increase 
watering to encourage 
them to come out of dor-
mancy. 

Gardening isn't always 
about plant maintenance 
directly; there are plenty 
of other jobs which can 
be done which can bene-
fit your gardens in more 
ways than one. Install 
nesting boxes for birds to 
find, come nesting sea-
son. Keep putting out 
food for garden birds, as 
the breeding season will 
soon get underway. Why 
not hang fat ball feeders 
among roses to attract 
blue tits? Doing so will 
not only feed the birds 
directly but will also en-
courage them to forage 
for overwintering pests. 
Place bug boxes or bun-
dles of hollow stems in 
sheltered corners, where 
insects can lay their eggs. 
Build or buy a new com-
post bin, ready to recycle 
the coming season's gar-
den waste. 

Our garden ponds have 
been having a tough time 
of late with many periods 
of freezing over. Adding a 
tennis ball floating on the 
surface can help to pre-
vent this. Whatever you 
do, if your pond has fish 
in, do not break the ice. 
Always allow it to thaw 
naturally. When not fro-

zen, clear away old plant 
debris from pond margins 
and scoop out any leaves 
that have fallen into the 
water. 

Check fleece or other in-
sulation is still in place 
around pots and border-
line-tender plants. Sort 
out and clean up canes, 
plant supports and cloch-
es, ready for use in spring. 
Clean and service mowers 
and garden power tools, 
so they're in good order 
for spring. Mow lawns 
once they start back into 
growthI have been known 
to mow my lawn in late 
February before. You nev-
er really can tell when the 
weather will start to 
warm these days. 

So that’s me signing off 
with my early gardening 
jobs with hope and aspira-
tion of the new garden 
season approaching. As 
you're probably well used 
to, I can only end on one 
thing. A favourite garden-
ing quote for you all to 
enjoy. ‘Every gardener 
knows that under the 
cloak of winter lies a mira-
cle’ - Luther Burbank 

Jemma English 

Page 11  

 

sponsibility. Please take it 
back in until the correct 
day – and clear up any 
spilled rubbish from torn 
bags etc. 

Pam Williams 
Chair  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUBBISH DAY 

Please remember that if 
your rubbish is not col-
lected by Serco on the 
correct refuse day, it is 
best to go onto the MKCC 
website and report the 
non-collection within 48 
hours. This will usually 
result in a special collec-
tion being made. Please 
bear in mind regular col-
lection dates may change 
due to holidays, adverse 
weather etc.  

If you have not reported 
the missed collection, or 
you put it out on the 
wrong day in error, the 
refuse remains your re-

through the parish carry-
ing building materials – 
often at excessive speed. 

The Parish Council are 
investigating the source of 
these lorries and will raise 
with MKCC the problems 
this traffic is causing. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLAN 

MKCC’s statutory consul-
tation of the Haversham-
cum-Little Linford (HcLL) 
Neighbourhood Plan sub-
mission has now closed. 
MKCC will now review the 
consultation responses 
and may (or may not) 
come back to us with sug-
gested changes, before 
they send the final docu-
ment for Independent 
Examination. 

We have been consulted 
about which independent 
examiners were available 
from a shortlist of three 
and have indicated our 
preferred choice. Follow-
ing independent examina-
tion, MKCC will hold a lo-
cal referendum where 
parishioners can decide 
whether or not to accept 
the final Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

 

PARISH CLERK 
Maria Manthorpe 
Email: haversham.lt 
linfordclerk@gmail.com 
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 YOUR PARISH 
COUNCILLORS 

Chair—Pam Williams 
3 Mill Road   
Tel. 01908 314883  

Ian Burgess 
Frost Cottage, 16 High St 
Tel. 01908 321537 

Barry Clift 
21 Wolverton Rd  
Tel.01908 312365 

Jemma English 
10 Wolverton Road 
Tel. 07952 431390  

Carol Langham 
108 Wolverton Rd  
Tel. 01908 316450  

Andy Swannell 
58 Wolverton Road 
Tel. 01908 318513  

Philip Turnbull 
3 Granary Close  
Tel. 07710 423032  

PARISH CLERK 
Maria Manthorpe 
Email: haversham.lt 
linfordclerk@gmail.com 
 

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

Parish Council meetings 
usually take place at 
7.30pm on the third 
Monday of each month 

except in August. The 
meetings are open to the 
public. The next meetings 
are: 

Monday, 20th February 

Monday, 20th March 

Parish Council meeting 
agendas are published on 
the parish notice boards 
the week before each 
meeting. 

Additional news & infor-
mation can also be found 
on the Parish website at 
havershamltlinford.org/  
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tis, cutting stems back to 
healthy buds about 30cm 
from the base. Trim back 
ivy and other climbers if 
they have outgrown their 
space, before birds start 
nesting. Plant faded 
forced bulbs out in the 
garden for blooms next 
year. Plant lilies and other 
summer-flowering bulbs 
in pots and borders when 
soils aren’t frozen. Once 
our early flowers start to 
bloom, make sure to 
deadhead to stop them 
developing seed heads. 
This goes for both remain-
ing winter bedding and 
spring flowering bulbs. 
Put slug barrier products 
around the new shoots of 
hostas and other suscepti-
ble perennials. 

Prepare veg beds for sow-
ing by weeding thorough-
ly, then cover with a thick 
layer of garden compost. 
Chop down winter-grown 
green manure and dig 
into the soil. Start a hoe-
ing regime as soon as the 
weather starts to warm 
up, as weeds will germi-
nate quickly. 

Plant bare-root fruit bush-
es, trees and canes, as 
long as the ground isn't 
frozen. Finish winter-

pruning fruit trees and 
soft fruits, including ap-
ples, autumn raspberries 
and blackcurrants. Give 
them all a feed by sprin-
kling sulphate of potash 
fertiliser around the base 
to encourage fruiting. 

Check if old seed packets 
are worth keeping by 
sowing a few seeds on 
damp kitchen paper, to 
see if they germinate. 
Sow mustard and cress in 
a small seed tray on a 
warm windowsill for pick-
ings in just a few weeks. 
As soils start to warm, we 
can start outdoors sow-
ing. Sow parsnips as soon 
as the soil starts to warm 
up, as they're slow to 
germinate and need a 
long growing season. 
Plant onion and shallot 
sets, spacing them 10-
15cm apart, and Jerusa-
lem artichoke tubers, at a 
depth of 10-15cm, 
spaced about 30cm 
apart. Plant bare-root 
asparagus crowns in well-
drained soil or raised 
beds, in an open, sunny 
spot. Divide established 
clumps of rhubarb and 
plant into enriched soil. 
Avoid carrot root fly by 
sowing an early crop of 

carrots under cloches or 
fleece. Start to chit first-
early potato tubers, such 
as 'Foremost', by standing 
them in trays in a light, 
frost-free place.  

Put cloches or fleece over 
strawberry plants to start 
them into growth and en-
courage an early crop. 
Protect the blossom of 
outdoor peaches, nectar-
ines and apricots with 
fleece, if frost is forecast. 
Feed cabbages and other 
brassicas with nitrogen-
rich fertiliser, such as pel-
leted chicken manure. 

If you haven’t already, 
wash greenhouse glazing 
inside and out to let in as 
much light as possible. 
Take down bubble insula-
tion in the greenhouse 
once temperatures start 
to rise. Monitor green-
house temperatures with 
a max-min thermometer 
to ensure heaters are 
working efficiently. Once 
the ambient tempera-
tures start to rise, open 
greenhouse vents on sun-
ny days to prevent humid-
ity building up. Continue 
to be vigilant for green-
house and houseplant 
pests, treat straight away. 
Hunt out overwintering 

http://havershamltlinford.org/
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Get gardening!  
Seasonal tips from Jemma 

Well the British winter 
chill certainly has shown 
its frosty kisses over the 
past few weeks. Early 
morning frosts, freezing 
fogs, icy patches and the 
delightful morning gift we 
all love… frozen wind-
screens. Though it's not 
the most welcoming feel-
ing when wanting to get 
into our gardens, it's a 
must if you want to get 
ahead for the next grow-
ing season. So layer up, 
grab a flask of your go to 
hot beverage, and hit 
those gardens. 

Our flower and shrub bor-
ders may be looking ra-
ther empty now the per-
ennial growths have all 
died down, and leaves 
have fallen over the Au-
tumn and Winter, but lots 
is happening under our 
soil surface. Now is the 
time to act to help aid our 
successes this next grow-
ing year. Cut down decid-
uous ornamental grasses 
left standing over winter, 
before fresh shoots ap-
pear. Prune winter-
blooming shrubs such as 

mahonia, winter jasmine 
and heathers, once 
they've finished flower-
ing. Dogwoods and wil-
lows will benefit from the 
same treatment to pro-
mote vigorous new 
growth. Once the severe 
colder weather has start-
ed to clear, prune bud-
dleja and elder to the 
base to keep these vigor-
ous shrubs to a reasona-
ble size. Finish pruning 
roses early in March 
ready for their buds to 
burst, come warmer 
times. Transplant decidu-
ous shrubs growing in the 
wrong place, while they 
are dormant. Divide con-
gested clumps of herba-
ceous perennials and 

grasses to make vigorous 
new plants. Divide large 
clumps of snowdrops and 
winter aconites after flow-
ering and replant to start 
new colonies. Plant new 
roses and other shrubs 
and climbers. Tidy up bor-
ders, removing estab-
lished and newly-
germinating weeds, then 
mulch generously with 
garden compost. Sprinkle 
slow-release fertiliser 
around the base of roses 
and other flowering 
shrubs and hedges. Firm 
back down any plants that 
have been lifted by frost 
or loosened by wind-rock. 
Check that tree ties aren't 
too tight and that stakes 
are still firmly anchored in 
the ground. If snow falls, 
knock it off evergreen 
shrubs, hedges and coni-
fers to prevent branches 
snapping under the 
weight. Once we are frost 
clear, prune out any frost 
and cold damage from 
your plants. 

Elsewhere in your gar-
dens, cut back wisteria 
side shoots to three buds 
from the base, to encour-
age abundant flowers in 
spring. Prune late-
summer flowering clema-
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Milton Keynes  
Neighbourhood Watch  

Association  

A Safer Community For 2023  

Neighbourhood Watch in the Milton Keynes district hopes you can share and 
join in with our wish for a safer and more secure place for ourselves, our families 
and our communities in 2023… and here’s how.  
 

 Firstly, please sign up to Neighbourhood Watch by 
visiting ourwatch.org.uk (click on Join us). One 
massive and immediate benefit of signing-up is 
that you also register to receive Thames Valley Police Alerts. The Alert 
system is used by our local Police team to alert us of major crimes, inci-
dents, missing people and other important appeals for vigilance and feed-
back in our areas. Quite simply, the more people who sign up, the more 
aware we are and the more opportunities we have to report back to the 
Police. Currently, we have approximately 13,000 residents signed up, but 
with your help, let’s add at least another 2,023 to that! 

 Secondly, again through the above website, click on ‘Find your local 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme’ and enter your postcode. There’s often a 
scheme close to you and by clicking on the actual title of the scheme you 
can see its map and join. By joining, you help our work promoting safer 
homes and communities, as well as strengthening our partnership with 
the Police to support us and your local area.  

 

If there isn’t a Watch scheme that covers your area, then what about starting 
one? After you have entered your postcode, you can scroll down and click to 
start a new scheme. There’s not a crazy amount of work to do to set up a 
scheme and we can help you. The reward is improving the awareness and well-
being of your family and neighbours and encouraging a safer, more secure com-
munity.  

Nick King, Chair, Milton Keynes Neighbourhood Association  
If you need help or have any questions, contact us via enquiries@mknhwa.org.uk 
Lets make 2023 safer for our families and local communities. 
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and we love to watch its 
antics as it has a good go 
at the peanuts. We get a 
lot of pleasure watching 
the birds, including the 
Red Kite who patrols the 
paddocks at the back of 
here. When ‘winter weari-
ness’ sets in, we all need 
something to lift our spir-
its. My Wintersweet does 
just that and the sight of 
the small, greeny-grey 

leaves of snowdrops 
pushing through the cold 
ground tells me that win-
ter will eventually pass. 
Today I noticed fat leaf 
buds on the thorny stems 
of brambles and there 
are just the very tips of 
silvery pussy willow 
showing on the scrubby 
willows by the river. In a 
nearby garden, I spied a 
rash of winter Aconites, 

brightest of yellow and 
shining like gold in the 
wintry sunshine. There 
are little things out there 
to prove that spring is not 
too far away. Each day 
there are a few more 
minutes of daylight, and 
when the sun does shine 
it lights up the natural 
world and just makes eve-
rything seem so much 
better. Take pleasure 
from the small things in 
your gardens, allotments 
and the countryside 
around you. You don’t 
have to venture far, it’s all 
there if only we look. 

Gill & Ian Burgess 

 HANDS UP ! 

IT’S YOUR COMMUNITY  
AND IT NEEDS YOU 

Maker a difference to Haversham and 
Little Linford 

STAND AS A LOCAL COUNCILLOR  
in the Parish Council Elections on  

4th May 2023 

Don’t stand back and wait for change to happen.  

Raise your hand and step forward before 4th April. 

 Interested? Come along to the next Parish Council meeting on 20th 
February and meet the current councillors. 

Or contact the Parish Clerk at haversham.ltlinfordclerk@gmail.com 
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old towel, and the owl 
was safely installed. Some 
raw trimmings from a few 
game birds proved very 
handy and just what the 
owl needed. Normally it 
would feed mainly on 
field voles, eating large 
numbers of the tiny crea-
tures while other small 
mammals, small birds and 
insects feature in its diet 
too. However, for now it 
had a bit of raw meat cut 
up small which at first it 
would not take. Well, we 
thought some had gone 
down only for it to be re-
gurgitated back up undi-
gested! After a few 
attempts spread over sev-
eral hours, it obviously 
thought better of it and 
began to eat. We included 
some tiny bits of bone, fur 
and feather in the meat as 
owls need roughage in 
their diet and these came 
back as pellets later so 
something was working. 
With each feed the owl 
took the raw offerings 
relatively easily. It was 
obviously feeling stronger 
and suitably revived as it 
became very feisty in-
deed, puffing itself up and 
spreading its wings in a 
threat gesture as well as 
hissing and making a 

strange clacking sound in 
its throat. But the stare! 
Huge round yellow eyes 
glared with menace at 
any approach; if looks 
could kill….. We dis-
turbed it as little as possi-
ble, just to feed really as 
the less stress it had the 
better. On the fourth day 
we decided it was time to 
release it as it was by 
then well fed and increas-
ingly cross! Quietly open-
ing the box Ian lifted it 
out and allowed the owl 
to settle before sending it 
on its way. To our disqui-
et, it did no more than 
flutter a few feet to land 
in the grass. Ian tried 
again and the same thing 
happened; three times to 
no avail. Clearly it wasn’t 
going to fly, or couldn’t, 
so we had to bring it 
home again feeling very 
downhearted. Discussion 

ensued and we concluded 
that the best thing would 
be to contact an owl or 
raptor rescue centre. Our 
Short-eared Owl is now in 
the care of an owl rescue 
and rehabilitation centre 
in Oxfordshire where it 
will get expert help to 
hopefully recover. We will 
get an update from them 
in time so we will let you 
know how it fared. As an 
aside, yesterday evening 
on the lake side we had a 
lovely sight of a Barn Owl 
hunting over the grass, 
ethereal in the gathering 
gloom. 

As we conclude the latest 
‘notes’, the weather has 
turned very cold again 
and several nights of sub-
zero temperatures are 
forecast. Just outside I see 
the small garden birds 
squabbling on the bird 
feeder. The usual culprits 
are there and more fre-
quently the dainty little 
Long-tailed Tits. They all 
come to rely on the fat-
balls and peanuts and 
feed right up till the last 
of the daylight. We still 
have the Greater-spotted 
Woodpecker visit our oth-
er peanut feeder, in fact 
it’s there almost every day 
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Swansway Self Storage Containers 

For information, contact Rachel 07710 603417 

 20ft containers available to hire in Haversham 

  High security locks, well-lit area with CCTV 
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breeding programmes 
and the keepers of such 
birds must be at their wits 
end over the impending 
threat to their charges. 
Will Avian flu ever go 
away? Probably not. It 
might become less inva-
sive, birds might build up 
some resistance to it, 
there might be a vaccine. 
All ‘might’; but we just 
don’t know. Perhaps it 
will become, like Covid, 
something else we have 
to learn to live with and 
manage. 

Such gloom and doom, as 
if just being January isn’t 
bad enough! But for all 
that there are small things 
to brighten our lives if we 
look for them. For in-
stance, in my garden, I 
have a much treasured 
Wintersweet bush. Last 
winter it had just a few 
flowers; this winter it has 
many. The flowers are 
small and sit tight to the 
twiggy branches. The pale 
yellow petals are waxy 
and seem to shrug off the 
worst of the winter 
weather. The flower faces 
down so you have to peer 
under the flower to see 
inside where you will find 
a ring of brownish purple 

contrasting with the pale 
yellow of the petals. The 
shrub is beautiful to look 
at but the scent is intense 
and quite something. It 
fills the space around it 
and catches you out as 
it’s so unexpected. Yes-
terday when it was dry 
and sunny for a while, I 
watched a solitary honey-
bee busying about in the 
Wintersweet flowers. 
Several times it flew 
away to return to the 
flowers to feed on the 
nectar. I also have a win-
ter Honeysuckle, Lonicera 
fragrantissima with small 
flowers and a wonderful 
scent. Deciduous like the 
Wintersweet, the flowers 
appear around the end of 
December until March 
and are magnet for win-
ter-active bumblebees 
and brave honeybees! If 
you have the right spot in 
your garden, you could 
plant one, or more, of 
these shrubs as they are 

a joy in the gloom of win-
ter.  

We have had a temporary 
lodger for a few days in 
the form of a Short-eared 
owl. Ian was out and 
about one late afternoon 
walking some stubble 
after a particularly wet 
and windy day when he 
saw something flapping 
about in the middle of the 
field. He took it to be one 
of those foil balloons 
which seem to end up 
caught in hedges and 
brambles. However, this 
‘thing’ seemed to be 
jumping up and down and 
his curiosity got the better 
of him so went to check. 
To his amazement he 
found a Short-eared owl 
which seemed to be in 
some difficulty. It was wet 
and bedraggled and clear-
ly exhausted to the point 
where it hadn’t the ener-
gy to get up off the 
ground to fly. Knowing 
that if he left it there it 
would surely die or be-
come fox fodder, he 
wrapped it up in his jacket 
and brought it home to 
see if something could be 
done. We found a good 
cardboard box and lined it 
with newspaper and an 
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er, two dead swans; later 
still a clearly sick and dy-
ing swan stuck in the 
reedy lake edge to be fol-
lowed swiftly by another 
dead swan, this time a big 
cygnet swiftly followed by 
a sick and motionless 
Greylag goose on the 
grass which by the next 
day was dead and half-
eaten. The following days 
saw more dead swans, 
dragged out by foxes and 
probably badgers to be 
scavenged until there was 
nothing left but feathers 
and a few bones.  

Both the permanent and 
winter residents on the 
lake are now very much 
depleted to the extent 
that the lake is now al-
most devoid of bird life as 
the ravages of Avian flu 
took its toll. This appalling 
disease, thought to have 
originated in China, has 
now spread to almost 
every part of Europe and 
Asia and in the autumn of 
2021 the disease spread 
across the Atlantic to 
north America via migra-
tion routes. The effects of 
‘bird flu’ on the wild bird 
population have been cat-
astrophic and it persisted 
throughout the summer 

until the virus reached 
sea bird breeding colo-
nies in the north Atlantic 
causing massive mortality 
not only in the UK but in 
Germany, France and the 
Netherlands. By their 
very nature, colonies of 
sea birds nest very close 
together, and, in the case 
of cliff-nesting birds such 
as Guillemots, Kittiwake 
and Razorbills, there will 
be thousands in a colony. 
Once the disease has in-
filtrated the nest site the 
spread would be relent-
less. Off the coast of 
Northumberland, the 
Farne Island population 
of Terns has been deci-
mated by the disease 
along with colonies of 
Puffins. Across the coun-
try there are devastating 
losses to the wild bird 
population such is the 
unprecedented spread of 
this virus. The domestic 
poultry industry has 
suffered ruinous losses 
due to the virus. Upwards 

of one hundred and forty 
million (and rising) birds, 
chickens, geese, ducks 
and turkeys in the poultry 
industry here and in Eu-
rope have been culled in 
an effort to control the 
spread of this devastating 
disease. Many poultry 
farmers have seen their 
businesses destroyed, 
never to recover, as the 
loss of income, combined 
with the efforts to decon-
taminate premises and 
restock at some point in 
the future, is just beyond 
them. The devastating 
effects of the culling of 
every single bird must 
surely be close to the hor-
ror of the slaughter of 
animals during the foot 
and mouth outbreak. Con-
sider also, zoos and ani-
mal parks. We all love 
penguins, comical little 
things, but a penguin is a 
bird and therefore very 
much at risk. There are 
many endangered and 
rare birds with specialized 
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which were very popular. 
Thank you also to Natalie 
Irving who bought the 
bingo prizes and to those 
people who donated 
raffle prizes. And thank 
you to all those who 
helped clear up at the 
end of the evening. 

We are planning this 
year’s events and will 
kick off with a Curry & 
Quiz Night on 4th March; 
details will be found else-
where in the magazine. 
Easter Family Bingo is 
planned for Saturday 25th 
March. We are still in the 
process of planning the 
rest of the year but hope 
to have some form of 
event to celebrate the 

There is very little to re-
port this month. As I men-
tioned in my last report, 
we had to cancel the Chil-
dren’s Christmas Party 
due to lack of support. 
We will probably rethink 
the format for this year 
and are looking at a num-
ber of different ideas. Our 
Christmas Bingo on 10th 
December was moved to 
7th January. When we set 
the date back in the 
Spring, we had not fore-
seen that we would clash 
with an important World 
Cup game for England. 
The postponed event was 
reasonably well attended; 
all those who came said 
that it had been great fun. 
Every table managed to 
win something which 
meant everyone went 
home happy. Thanks go to 
all the committee who 
helped me set up and 
many of whom were pre-
sent at the event. Thank 
you to Chris Marsh for 
organising entry and raffle 
tickets and to Trinity Ir-
ving for making cupcakes, 

coronation of King Charles 
III in May. 

Our AGM will be held on 
Monday 13th March. Every 
year we ask people to 
come along and give us 
their support, but we are 
lucky if 3 people turn up. 
It is very demoralising as 
we put a lot of effort into 
not only arranging fund-
raising events to keep our 
Social Centre going but 
also maintaining the 
premises and facilities we 
have for the community. 
Inevitably, we can get 
stale and we need new 
ideas plus new committee 
members to help us carry 
them through. We have 
had to cut down on the 
number of events that we 

Social & 
Community 
Centre News 
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 C. P. Locks 
54 Church Street , Wolverton, MK12 5JW 

Tel: 01908 225954 

Your local key cutting and DIY store stocks a wide range of home 
decorating materials as well as a good range of gardening prod-

ucts, including potting compost and garden pots. 

Our opening hours as follows: 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am-4:00pm;   

Saturday 10.00am to 4.00 pm. Closed Wednesday & Sunday 

run because we just do 
not have enough com-
mittee members, and at 
the same time our costs 
are going up as we are hit 
by the rise in energy and 
other costs.  

I realise that many of you 
do not want to come to 
the AGM in case you find 
yourself on the com-
mittee, but this won’t 
happen. We do not want 
anyone to feel that we 
would over-persuade 

anyone to do what they 
would rather not do, but 
it is your chance to tell us 
directly what you feel we 
should be doing. On the 
other hand, it is also a 
good way to meet people 
and we are a friendly 
bunch. As I mention in 
my Chair’s report, which 
will be included with this 
magazine, our committee 
meetings usually last one 
hour. So why not throw 

caution to the wind and 
join us? 

We hope that even if you 
don’t want to join the 
committee that you will 
continue to support our 
events.  

Jackie 
Brown 
Chair 
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light reveals the colours of 
bark and stems. Field ma-
ple bark is pink in the 
light, Elder shows khaki 
and sooty black buds of 
ash stand out against the 
smooth grey bark while 
here and there a few re-
maining wrinkled rose 
hips glow ruby-red in the 
light. Trees, skeletal in 
their winter nakedness, 
are silhouetted against 
the sky. Abruptly, the light 
show ends and the col-
ours are gone and the 
land is once again sombre 
in its winter bleakness.  

Down at the lake the frig-
id weather spread icy fin-
gers across the water. 
Dabbling around the edg-
es, the water soon froze 
to spread ever outwards 
leaving a few patches of 
open water further out. 
Gradually the fingers of 
ice spread out to link and 
join until the area of open 
water diminished. The 
squabbling Coots, always 
on the look-out for a skir-
mish, were forced to pad-
dle about cheek by jowl 
with their erstwhile an-
tagonistic neighbours. The 
well documented swan 
family with the aggressive 
male were squashed in 

with numerous other 
swans, the priority now 
to find enough food to 
survive in the plum-
meting temperatures. We 
noticed flotillas of Tufted 
duck and a number of 
Coots keeping very close 
proximity to the large 
numbers of swans and 
surmised that this was 
possibly a survival tactic 
as they would zip in and 
hoover up the bits of 
weed left on the water by 
the swans, who are very 
messy eaters! The swans 
with their long necks and 
ability to ‘up end’ could 
reach the water weed 
which the ducks could 
not. Who cares if dinner 
is leftovers when your life 
depends it! 

A period of prolonged 
freeze will always find 
out the oldest, sickly and 
weak and the inexperi-
enced and so it was that 
by day five one swan was 
dead, frozen into the ex-
panding surface of ice. 
The following evening as I 

walked with the dogs by 
the lake in the half light, 
the dead swan was, as is 
nature, becoming a life-
line to another creature. 
Out on the ice was a fox 
tucking into a feast of 
swan. It held its nerve un-
til we were quite close on 
the path but the fear was 
too great and it trotted 
swiftly across the ice, on 
to the bank and on out to 
the nearby fields. I put a 
bet on with myself that it 
would be back feasting 
again within half an hour 
of us passing by. There 
might have been a bit of 
competition for the car-
cass as over the following 
frigid days we saw three 
separate foxes patrolling 
the frozen lake. The very 
concentration of birds 
saved the small area of 
water from freezing over 
just by sheer numbers and 
the accumulated agitation 
of so much movement as 
they fed on the weed un-
der the surface. However, 
this may also have been a 
conduit for the Avian flu 
infection which reared its 
ugly head within days. 
First there was a dead 
Black-headed gull, no inju-
ries apparent; perhaps it 
just died as things do. Lat-
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swirls, the water foams, 
creating billows of froth 
like the top of a fancy 
coffee. All manner of 
stuff is carried along; tree 
and plant debris and 
whirls of old leaves, litter, 
the ubiquitous plastic, 
bits of old fence; any-
thing that the river can 
pick up and carry along. 
Where there is an ob-
struction, the flow slows 
and often the rubbish is 
captured, beating and 
juddering as it searches 
for an escape route back 
into the flow. When the 
river level drops back the 
captive detritus is left 
enmeshed and dangling, 
ugly and unreachable. 
Today is grey and 
gloomy; it rained hard all 
morning and more rain is 
forecast in the coming 
days. In the last ‘notes’ 
we wrote about the ridic-
ulously mild weather we 
had had, almost to mid-
November the days 

Nature Notes 

 By the time this, the lat-
est ‘mag’ is delivered, 
drab January will be al-
most gone and good job 
too! What a drear and 
drab month it’s been; 
rain, rain and yet more 
rain, from cold grey driz-
zle to a deluge. Even the 
dogs look out the back 
door with a wearied look 
as if to say ‘another soak-
ing’ to then gaze wistfully 
at their beds! Surely by 
now the underground 
aquifers and reservoirs 
must be almost replen-
ished after that long hot 
dry summer; remember 
that? It really wasn’t that 
long ago. And now the 
river is brim full and the 
water seeps and oozes 
into any little place form-
ing puddles big and small. 
The river water runs the 
colour of the soil and mud 
it picks up as it travels 
ever on. In eddies and 

stayed unusually mild. 
Then came December and 
brrr… didn’t the tempera-
ture drop! For two weeks 
or so it was truly freezing. 
The days barely rose more 
than a degree or two 
above freezing and as 
darkness fell it took the 
temperature with it! We 
recorded minus twelve at 
the back of the house 
here; it was so, so cold 
and such a shock to the 
system. The gardens have 
suffered terribly with 
many plants and shrubs 
decimated by the freezing 
weather. Out and about in 
the lanes and across the 
fields, the land has taken 
on the bleak winter-worn 
appearance. Beaten down 
by frost, bitter wind and 
endless rain the country-
side seems desolate. A 
broad brush stroke of 
grey-green and brown has 
been swept across the 
land, the colours of winter 
dormancy. But all is not 
lost. When the watery 
winter sun pokes through 
a break in the leaden sky 
the effect is astonishing. 
The rows of tiny cereal 
shoots march across the 
brown earth in vibrant 
green tunics. The hedges 
are lit up and the sharp 

Page 19  

 

Community Information 

NEWS FROM COMMU-
NITY BOAT ‘ELECTRA’ 

Electra is the new, fully 
electric, accessible com-
munity canal boat for 
Milton Keynes, run by a 
dedicated team of volun-
teers from the Bedford & 
Milton Keynes Waterway 
Trust. 

Step aboard Electra for a 
peaceful, relaxing cruise 
along the Grand Union 
Canal. Along the way 
you’ll discover a different 
side to Milton Keynes as 
you meander through the 
parklands and take in the 
waterside wildlife. 

Operating from Campbell 
Wharf, Electra offers pri-
vate charter and public 
themed cruises for up to 
12 guests, across Milton 
Keynes and beyond.  

Electra’s second year of 
cruising has been a busy 
one, carrying over 2,500 
guests on 264 cruises, 
which is double the num-
ber compared to our first 
year. Along with her 45 

boat, from social media 
to bookings to fundrais-
ing, on a short or long-
term basis. It’s a great 
new project for Milton 
Keynes to be involved in, 
and new volunteers are 
always very welcome. 

Looking ahead … Electra 
will start cruising again 
from May 2023, with a 
wide range of public 
cruises, and regular char-
ter slots on Thursday and 
Saturday mornings, after-
noons, and summer eve-
nings. If you’d like to plan 
a charter for a special 
occasion in 2023, email 
us at book-
ings.electra@bmkwaterw
ay.org and we will “Hold 
The Date”, confirming 
details in February, once 
our new booking system 
is in place. 

active volunteers and 
helpers, she is now taking 
a well-earned break, ex-
cept for maintenance, 
recruiting, training, mar-
keting and planning for 
2023!  

We have vacancies for 
volunteer Cabin Hosts, to 
greet our guests, look 
after them in the saloon, 
and serve a range of food 
and drinks. It’s a great 
way to meet people and 
enjoy being out and 
about on the canal. If you 
know someone who 
might like to do this, they 
can get in touch through 
the website. 

Our website also gives 
details about other ways 
to help with other as-
pects of running the 

Photograph courtesy Gill Prince Photography 

https://www.bmkwaterway.org/electra/volunteering/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/electra/volunteering/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/electra/private-charter/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/electra/private-charter/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/electra/public-cruises/
https://www.bmkwaterway.org/electra/public-cruises/
mailto:bookings.electra@bmkwaterway.org
mailto:bookings.electra@bmkwaterway.org
mailto:bookings.electra@bmkwaterway.org
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A very warm welcome awaits you at Antep 

Kitchen. Our customers are our guests: just 

as they would be in our home. Nothing is too 

much trouble and everything we do is done 

with warmth and generosity. 

Call 01908 315555  

to book a table or to order your take-way 

meal. See our full menu at 

www.antepkitchen.co.uk 

OPEN DAILY  12:00—11:00pm 

Our team and family look forwards to wel-

coming you to Antep Kitchen. 

1 Stratford Road, Wolverton MK12 5LJ 

Discover the exciting taste of Antep Kitchen, offering the aromatic 

& traditional flavours of Turkey in our intimate & relaxing restau-

rant. With an open kitchen & over 75 years of experience between 

them, our top class Chefs will transport your taste buds to the heart 

of Turkey. All our dishes and authentic breads and desserts are ex-

pertly hand crafted for you.  
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Seasonal Refreshments 

Hot Cross Buns 

Tea & Coffee 

Haversham Social & Community Centre 

Saturday 25th March 

Doors open 6.00pm ~ Eyes down at 6.30pm 

Easter 


